
Meredith barber Patients shouldn’t have to pay for a prescription 
Michael Banet Allow us to grow plants like almost every other (blue) state does
Christopher Osborne Will you finally let at least medical patients be allowed to homegrow?

Christina Zambri
Why bother paying for the medical card anymore when recreational is legal? 
Not worth the hassle with little to no benefit. 

Thomas Frank Burch III

I wish there were more consistent offerings of edibles and different dosage 
options. Maybe offer 10mg and 20mg doses instead of having to double up to 
achieve the desired results for pain management. 

Sebastian Betancourt

Make cannabis actually affordable for patients and give people a reason to 
have to have a medical cannabis card. There’s no reason that rec should be 
getting better prices or better product than people that need actual medicine. 
And the good medicine that is out there is just not sustainable for anyone to 
purchase on a regular basis. The monopolization of cannabis in this state is a 
joke and I hope you guys get it together. And give us higher doses. Why do 
other medical states provide 1000mg edibles for medical patients only and 
here we’re capped at 100mg which is insane! I don’t want to eat 50 gummies 
to get the dose I need. It’s just ridiculous that 12 years later and nobody has 
made any REAL changes to the program that benefit the end user. 

Domenic Dalessandro

We need better pricing and selection for medical. Many dispo fill their rec 
menu and leave medical menus bare. Increase edible dosing to 500mg or 
1000mg per package like most other medical states. Increase product variety 
for drinks. 

Carlito Nolberto

Hello I think there should be more medical dispensary or only exclusive product 
just for medical patient and we should have more benefit like cheaper prices on 
product or more discount for GA  and we should be able to use it out of state 
into my market or Pennsylvania everywhere I go it’s mostly recreational 
dispensary and not enough medical sites thank you

Maureen Morosco 

I’m great full for the medical cannabis a plant given to us by God that can 
elevate some of my Constant nerve pain from damage 

However, I wish it was not so expensive. I think it should be decreased in price.

Vince Finore

There does not seem to be a benefit for medical patients other than no tax 
assuming the town doesn’t add a tax, see Belmawr, South Jersey.  The prices 
are the same as recreational which are out of hand.  Variety is needed.  Why 
are edibles only 10mg and why does it cost more for a 100mg bag of edibles in 
NJ then (1) 100mg edible in PA

Lorena Capece 
The MCP has helped me tremendously with my sleep, pain, depression and 
anxiety. It helps me live more comfortable and work.
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Peter Livengood 

It should be much stronger. Extremely weak. Nothing like real marijuana. 
Things need to change big time!! No cannabinoids, no resin, no coughing, no 
real marijuana effects. We can only hope for change. Imagine all the money 
that has been made so far!! Off of what?

Jennifer macavoy
The amount of discounts that medical patients has decreased since the total 
legalization 

Stephanie Preziosi

The Egg Harbor Twp dispensary no longer offers medical only hours.  The costs 
are way too high, one of the highest in the country and there is no medical 
discount.

Robert Walls Lower the price for medical patients.

Daniel Marlin

Do you really think it's acceptable to have Dispensaries testing their own 
Supply!?!?!? How much money did they spend lobbying you guys to get this 
through? It's laughable and just shows the corruption in this state. Don't act 
like you care about the patients and their health and safety when you have 
laughable guidelines like this in place. What a joke. You allow these MSO's to 
Own us. Prices are THROUGH THE ROOF STILL and most of the "Medicine" is 
disgusting dry moldy junk. I have to drive at least 45 minutes to get Quality and 
that's from Breakwater and I basically need to take out a Loan just to afford it. 
Absolute Insanity. Meanwhile our Neighboring States NY and PA have much 
better quality for Half the Price. The Backroom Deals that must be happening in 
Trenton... Just WOW

Safir saiyad Give medical patients the ability to grow at home !!!

Dylan Buratovich
Please Legalize home grow for the people in need who cant afford cannabis like 
me.

Robert McDonough
The process and two year re-registration is onerous for seniors needs to be 
streamlined 

John Serafin

This program has been a life saver for me
Due to multible failed back surgerys i was on narcotics for pain relief for years i 
am now off of them completly because of this program
What a life changer this has been
My Dr’s are qiute happy to see me off those addicting narcotics
John Serafin

Edward Harrell

 As a care giver, I have seen the benefits first hand, the program has helped my 
wife eat when she wasn't hungry, gave her energy when she didn't want to get 
up and helped her sleep when she needed rest.  We believe the program was/is 
a critical part of surviving an awful disease. 

Iris Perez 
I have been talking medical marijuana for about three years no and it helps me 
better than anything I've taken before I'm glad I have them.

Nicholas P Turi 
I'd like to know when we can have growing at home. I'm disabled sometimes 
and I can't afford my medicine and it would help if I could grow it.

Rob Sturcke Lower the cost of our medication. 

William Strippoli

When I first became a patient, cannabis was not legal in New Jersey.  The cost 
of this program seems unfair.  Yes, anything can happen to change the legality 
of cannabis, but is that likely?  Is it fair to charge seniors $100+ for the cost of a 
brief phone conversation?  This is the type of program likely to be cut by the 
Trump Administration.



Scott Morgan

I’ve been a cancer patient who uses cannabis since the beginning. Now there 
are multiple stores that have daily specials that are sometimes better than then 
the 20% discount the stores offer. My doctors charges me $125 each three 
months for me to keep my liscense. I don’t get any benefits the way things are. 
It should be 50% off, NJ’s prices are among the highest in the nation 

Curtis Schuster Booz

My name is Curtis Booz, and I am an 83-year-old participant in the New Jersey 
Medicinal Cannabis Program. I wanted to take a moment to express my 
heartfelt gratitude for the invaluable support and access to treatment that this 
program has provided me over the years. The gift of cannabis has truly 
transformed my quality of life. It has enabled me to sleep soundly at night, 
relax during the day, and manage the discomfort associated with my medical 
condition. 

The relief I experience from using cannabis has allowed me to enjoy my daily 
activities and maintain a sense of normalcy in my life. I sincerely appreciate the 
dedication and effort that the program has afforded me. The commitment to 
providing safe and effective treatment options has made a profound difference 
in my life.

I am grateful for the opportunity to be a part of this program and look forward 
to its continued success.

Warm regards,

John Labroli IV ALLOW FOR PATIENT HOMEGROW!!!!! WE HAVE BEEN BEGGING FOR YEARS!!!! 

Robin Shoblock

The NJ Medicinal Cannibas has been extremely helpful as I struggle with pain 
and spasms from Multiple Sclerosis. There have been many evenings when I sit 
and watch TV with my leg going into spasms and I get scared and frustrated so 
the cannibas helps calm me down.  Similarly, when I lay down at night it's very 
hard to sleep from pain and spasms unless I have some cannibas. I am not a 
nightly user, but I do know that the times I need the cannibas I would be out of 
my skin if it wasn't available. I also have asthma, so I never smoked and am glad 
the tincture was available to use sublingually and ,of course, gummies now.  I 
also speak for the MSrs that I read about in my blog. It has helped to make this 
beast of a disease manageable with all other meds.



Scott

Talk about one step forward and four back, this cannot happen. I totally 
understand trying to limit the black market, but if it's legal it's legal. I could see 
if the rec dispensaries or anything more than a fancy black market, but they 
aren't. I'm a medical card holder myself, and it just seems as things ran much 
smoother the second medical became legal back in the day than it is running 
now. Home grow would solve all of these problems but we all know it's about 
the almighty dollar and how much the state or government can whittle out of 
us who actually need this as medicine. Next thing you know they'll start 
pushing opioids again. God forbid. Know that you have my support in all you 
do, as it's about time that this great plant given to us from the gods is finally 
able to be used for what it was intended. I don't hear any word of any of the 
thousands of people that were let out of confinement in jail possibly getting 
sent back. Seems like they can change any law they want anytime they want, I 
thought that these laws came about because they were voted on and passed. 

Vincent Comperatore Allow for home grow! Other States do, not sure why NJ does not.

Patricia Alpaugh 

The allotment amount should be raised from 3 ounces to maybe 4 ounces. 
Sometimes the product is not potent or is stale  there is a no return policy. It’s 
expensive to replace product that is not up to medical standards. 

Rafael Latorre, M.D.

For centuries, psychedelics have been recognized for their profound healing 
potential. Now, groundbreaking research from leading institutions—including 
NYU, Johns Hopkins, Harvard, UCLA, the VA, and many others—has 
scientifically validated their benefits in treating major depression, PTSD, 
addiction, and other mental health conditions that have devastated millions of 
lives. These disorders not only cause immense personal suffering but also place 
an overwhelming economic strain on healthcare systems, social services, and 
communities.

Across the country, policymakers are beginning to acknowledge the urgent 
need for alternative treatments that go beyond traditional pharmaceuticals. 
Psychedelic-assisted therapy has shown remarkable success where 
conventional treatments have failed, offering renewed hope to veterans, 
trauma survivors, and those battling substance use disorders.

Now is the time to act. New Jersey has the opportunity to lead the way in 
providing safe, regulated access to these transformative therapies, giving 
residents the chance to heal, rebuild, and reclaim their lives. The evidence is 
clear—the right decision is to make these powerful plant medicines accessible 
to those in need.



Drew Benasillo

You do not make any of this affordable. It’s a joke. Luckily it’s made other 
people sell better weed for cheaper. If you get your medicine from a dispensary 
you’re an idiot! No one can regulate the market now. Order online and get free 
delivery at so many local places. Weed is way better not the shit they give. You 
would think Animal Face was this amazing bud. Let me tell u you will be very 
disappointed. I do appreciate how easy it is to find my own weed dealer now 
online! So thanks for that!!

Michael Garwood
As a patient with bipolar disorder, I would like to see the qualifying conditions 
list expanded to include both depression and bipolar. 

Jeffery Jones

Legalize growing our own medicine!!
3 plants for every patient. 
Allow businesses to sell clone plants as well! 
Aren’t we the Garden State!?!  

Craig Smolar
I was on Remeron 45mg and Latuda 40mg. After using medical marijuana I am 
off Remeron and down to 10mg of Latuda. 

Jose A Whitledge Rivera

Increase monthly limit or completely eliminate the limit. For some of us some 
months are tougher than others. Just isnt fair anymore. 

We need homegrow!!! Needs to happen sooner than later. 

sonia n zaborniak

As it currently is, the program is working fine for me.  I especially like the easy 
access link to my on-line doctor. At age 82, I am grateful that I no longer have 
to travel on Route 1 in that horrible traffic.

Lisa Vecchione

Thank you for bringing medicinal cannabis to New Jersey. I am a public school 
educator and have been for over 25 years. I also have extensive medical issues. 
Since making it legal for me to purchase medical cannabis, one thing that has 
subsided is anxiety and the thought of possibly losing my job. My body does 
not respond to traditional prescription medication and since working with 
medical professionals, cannabis has been a saving grace for my digestive issues. 
I would love to retire from public education and continue working in the 
medical cannabis field. Most recently I have been diagnosed with alpha gal 
syndrome from a Lonestar tick bite, and there is no known cure or medicine for 
this disease. once again, medical cannabis has assisted with my digestive 
process and ability to eat food. It truly is a miracle cure for me. Thank you for 
bringing it to NJ. 

Clifford Johnson

First there needs to be more medical only facilities, like Breakwater. Second the 
prices need to come down, I see what people spend elsewhere and it’s 
embarrassing. Not to mention I should get a cheaper price as a patient than a 
recreational user. Third baked goods would be awesome, and don’t give me 
that kids might be compelled to eat them. If gummies are legal, so should 
baked goods. Drinks wouldn’t be bad either. I just think we patients should 
have better benefits.



Stuart Taranto

It’s been a long time that legalization of cannabis has been voted in as law, yet 
legislators in NJ have abandoned medical patients (and recreational) from the 
ability to grow the PLANT FROM HOME.

It is extremely expensive to purchase medical cannabis in NJ, many states like 
Boston (much lower prices than NJ) and New York both have a reasonable 
amount of cannabis that can be grown at home, but not NJ.

This seems like neglectful at best and corruption at worse that forces me and 
other medical patients to either go without or spend four times what I would 
pay in nearby states and at least 100x more than if I grew it myself after the 
initial investment.

Home grow does not affect the cannabis industry in NJ, the amount of people 
willing and able to grow is far outweighed by those who would continue to buy 
through dispensaries, and dispensaries can also sell seeds, nutrients and 
equipment.

You’re literally killing us financially and in some cases actually.

Please get sen Scultari on board, it’s unfair he has blocked the vote FOR YEARS. 
His legislative conduct on this matter would prohibit me ever casting a vote for 
that man.

Sincerely 
Stuart Taranto
Middlesex 

Paul Scurko

Mostly Hemp, THC A , for sale.  Real  cannabis, reg. THC, is  not  the  main  
focus. Real  THC  has  the  super  active
set  and  enters the  lungs  as  pure  smoke.  With  THC  A  the  lungs  become  a  
BLAST  FURNACE as  the  acid,
the "A",  is  converted  within  the  lungs...bad  news.   The  push  in  the  2020  
Farm  Bill  allowed  the  Hemp  engineers  to  create  a  similar  product  to  Reg. 
Cannabis,  namely  THC A.  The  high  bred  Hemp  is  sold  as 
"pot"  when  in  fact  its  the  other  plant  with  major  GMO  added.   Lots  of   
mislabeling  when  it  comes  to  THC A   vs   THC.   This  is  a  consumer  scam.  
We  need  reg  cannabis  to  be  LEGAL !  Also  need  to  be  able  to  grow  our  
own  as  that  otc  stuff  is  loaded  with  NPK,  namely  P  and  K  which  hurts  
the  lungs.  Why  would  I  continue  to  pay  a  MD  $500  a  yr  for  him  to  ok  
what  everyone  else  as  free  access  to.  



Emily rosen

Please open more medicinal marijuana dispensaries in places without them. I 
have severe ptsd and traveling to unsafe areas in order to receive benefits. 
There are so many recreational facilities and it’s not fun and games. speaking 
for myself. MEDICINAL MJ is more important than recreational. I’m not trying 
to get stoned just to get stoned. I have been in intensive therapy for over half 
my life for this demonic panic disorder it triggered GERDand It comes and goes 
in intensity it’s been debilitating. I don’t even feel human sometimes, I lost so 
much weight I’m trying to get hungrier and I’m trying to sleep for more than 
four hours a night. If someone can just read this I feel completely invisible and 
alone in this. Any more resources for MJ + PTSD could maybe give me a better 
quality of life. I hope someone can hear my voice in this. I am unable to go out 
in crowded places, I’m fighting ever day I just hope it can get a little easier. 
Medical MJ is the future. Battling panic disorders is life or death. Help.

Gregory Collins

Would like to see the community pushed forward on home cultivation as well 
as more protection for patient to avoid employer loopholes that discriminate 
against patients 

Tyrone y

I would love to see New Jersey lower their prices. I went to other recreational 
and medical states and the prices were way cheaper and it was the same brand 
that New Jersey provides.

Zachary Hardy

Proceeds from collection of registration fees should be used to subsidize and 
bring down prices of medication for medical users, as these are still close to if 
not more than recreational prices in some cases. 

Medical users would also benefit from a framework enabling patients to submit 
to insurance to cover a portion to all of the costs of medication.

Dominic Dodimead 

I wish they would allow home cultivation. Plus pricing has to come down 
compared to other dispensaries in pa and ny.  How about allowing home 
cultivation and being able to sell or trade flower back to the dispensaries. This 
could help off set prices for medical care and allow customers to get better 
quality care for less expensive cost while still using the dispensary as a 
assistance for processing the material grown



Michele Silva 

I have seizures, early onset Parkinson's, I have exocrine pancreatic insufficiency, 
PTSD, I am a cancer survivor and I'm currently dealing w possibly my cancer 
being back if not for cannabis I wouldn't be able to function.  It helps me eat, 
sleep and be awake, it also keeps my tremors, seizures and pain at bay.  This 
was the only thing that helped me sleep.  This was life saving for me.  And I 
know it helps to s of other ppl I have made many friends over the years.  I've 
had my card since 2019 due to a friend with different medical issues turnt me 
on to it when I was crying to her about my issues.  This is so important in the 
health world and honestly it should be covered by insurance the same was 
prescription drugs are since it's prescribed and treated and helps the same way. 
It needs to be more affordable and more accessible.  Especially for people likee 
who drives 1 1/2 hours to go to my specific dispensary as I only like this certain 
one cuz the strains are the ones that work best for me.  I wish we were able to 
grow our own plants it would make things a whole lot easier for people like me 
who don't drive and are physical disabled 

Vanessa Hartmann

I would like to know why people with a medical mmj card can’t go to a gun 
range and try and practice. I know people who go into the recreational store 
without a medical card and they don't seem to have a problem with guns. Am I 
missing something? 

Lori McGhee

I have Parkinson’s and depression/anxiety/ptsd/ along with several other 
autoimmune diseases. Medical cannabis has helped me with pain relief, 
anxiety, depression and temporary less severe tremors 

robert kroeger

prices have gotten out of hand. The cost for what is medical marijuana is now 
out of reach for many people. This program is not serving it’s intended 
population. how can product grown and sold in nj cost as much as 600.00 per 
ounce. for MEDICAL! 

anthony lagonia
We need home grow  we want home grow it’s not fair. That other states have it 
and we don’t. 

Linda Everett

Why has home grow not been legalized in NJ? This is the only cannabis-legal 
state that doesn't allow it and it's a heavy burden on medical patients, as the 
cost for cannabis is also higher in NJ than in most other states. Legalizing home 
grow will safe so much money for seniors on a fixed income and others who 
have limited means but rely on cannabis for their medical needs. 

Benjamin P. Aumenta

Using medical  cannabis has done ABSOLUTELY NOTHING to alliviate my pain. 
The only thing that it has done for me is make me eat potato chips and watch 
The 3 Stooges!

Kyle dellosso

Please lower the prices on concentrates in this state. It is absurd paying $90 for 
one gram of concentrate. It’s even crazier paying 60 for a half gram. Please fix 
this. It affects me every day. 

Sanjana Nuthakki
I feel that home grow should be legal for people in need who cannot afford 
cannabis.

Kyle Scott Ayres The program works well for me, very appreciated. 



Bonnie Blank

I am so grateful for this program which enables me to get my prescription 
strength cannibus. I suffer from anxiety attacks and I am able to use my 
gummies to help keep my attacks at bay. I would like to see this program 
continue as it is. I'm hoping, eventually, we will no longer need a doctor's 
prescription for these services.

Kenneth M. Berry
I am in the medicinal marijuana program and I can never afford to buy any 
marijuana.

Ted Schmidt

My wife, who is handicapped and has serious mobility issues Her card in 
November 2024. I signed up for a Caregiver card, so I could pickup her items 
and am still waiting for my card, in March 2025. This puts a real strain on us. 
Please improve your expediting of these care giver cards.

Thomas Roman Will hashish ever be available at NJ dispensaries?

Sean McLaughlin

Don t pretend you re doing this for the patients and caregivers.  Word going 
around is that you're going to raise taxes on cannabis and criminalize people 
buying cannabis from non-licensed sources.  Now, I only buy from licensed 
sources but the combination of those two facts would only indicate that the 
state is in it solely for the money.  We already pay some of the highest prices 
across the country where cannabis is legalized.  It's a plant.  You geriatric 
politicians need to all go away and do what the people ask for.  You're not 
representing your constituents with your policies.  You're representing those 
that can afford to be licensed and grease your palms.  If this state gave a crap 
about the patients or even the recreational community, it would allow home 
grow and not try to rake us through the coals for more money.

Again, I say, it's a plant.  It should be legalized completely without any 
restrictions.  I feel the same way I do about cannabis as I do about psylocibin 
and other natural psychedelics.  It's 2025.  Wake the hell up and realize these 
plants are helping people around the world with numerous mental and physical 
issues.  Far safer than the majority of compounds out there.  Virtually unable to 
overdose on.  Yet, alcohol destroys lives daily.  Get your priorities straight and 
stop screwing with New Jersey residents.  You're rich enough, now do the right 
thing for the citizens of this state.  

To put things into perspective, 1/8th of Cannabis in NJ goes for (at best) $35 IF 
you get a sale on some crap nearing expiration.  In NV, 1/8th of fresh cannabis 
costs roughly $20-25.  If you want a fresh 1/8th here, you're paying $60.  
People want safe places to buy their cannabis but at the costs and taxes in this 
state, barely anyone can afford it.  Thankfully, I am a very light user and don't 
require huge amounts to handle my pain issues, but I know plenty who spend 
hundreds per month on cannabis.  You're literally driving those people towards 
pharmaceuticals derived from opiates or worse so their insurance can cover it.  



Adalin Hay

I am a medical marijuana patient who uses marijuana daily to manage 
symptoms caused by chronic illnesses. However due to the high costs of 
marijuana in New Jersey, I am unable to purchase an adequate amount of 
medication each month. To save money, I ration my medications, taking less 
than what is required to reduce my symptoms to a tolerable level, and I 
purchase the cheapest flower strain I can find within 20 miles of my home. 
Because flower is cheaper than vapes or edibles, I damage my lungs daily by 
inhaling marijuana smoke, against the recommendations of my doctors. If I 
could afford to purchase edibles and tinctures, I would. I prefer them, but 
unfortunately they are out of my reach due to the high cost.

I would love to see prices reduced so that they are comparable to other states 
with legalized recreational/medical marijuana. I would also love to see home 
grow available for everyone, though medical-only would be a start. Home grow 
would help reduce costs for those like me who can't afford their medication.

Additionally, the New Jersey market seems to only promote high THC strains, 
even though CBD, CBG, and CBN can help reduce symptoms without the 
cognitive impairing side effects of THC. There are only two strains I know of in 
New Jersey that have a significant amount of CBD (Royal CBD and Cannatonic). 
They are both available at a single medical-patient-only dispensary 
(Breakwater) whose prices tend to be higher than other dispensaries. Even 
then, one of those strains is only available in the form of flower. There just 
simply isn't enough variety to choose from for medical purposes.

I would love to see more high CBD, CBG, and CBN strains available. Each has 
their own medical uses but are very difficult to find in New Jersey. When 
available, they are typically only in the form of expensive edibles and tinctures, 
rather than flower or vapes.

Michelle caffrey

Let medical cannabis card holders have the right to defend themselves. Let us 
own guns train with them ect.. alcohol users are more dangerous with a gun 
then a weed smoker. How many fatal accidents with weed/alcohol. Domestic 
abuse. Domestic violance most drinking when happening. Not marijauna 
smokers. This needs to be brought to immidiate attention. So cancer patients 
who have a card cant defend themselves? Rediculous. Everyone has the right to 
defend themselves. But alcoholics can but a cannabis smoker cant. Unfair. 



Yuriy Bortnik

As a mental health provider and a patient who has personally benefited from 
medicinal cannabis, I want to emphasize the importance of maintaining access 
to this treatment for those struggling with conditions like anxiety and insomnia. 
In my experience, medicinal cannabis has provided significant relief without 
negative side effects, allowing me to manage symptoms more effectively than 
with other treatments.

From a professional standpoint, I have also seen firsthand how access to 
cannabis can be life-changing for patients who do not respond well to 
traditional medications. While I fully acknowledge the need for responsible 
regulation to prevent misuse, the ability for those in need to obtain safe and 
legal cannabis is a godsend. Denying access to an effective treatment option 
would be a disservice to many who rely on it to function and improve their 
quality of life.

I urge policymakers to continue supporting access to medicinal cannabis while 
implementing reasonable safeguards to ensure its responsible use.

steven roldan jr 

1. Policy and Regulation:
	•	Legalize Home Cultivation: Allow registered medicinal cannabis patients and 
their designated caregivers to grow a limited number of plants at home (6-8 
plants, with a mix of mature and immature plants).
	•	Clear Home Grow Guidelines: Establish safety, security, and quality standards 
for home cultivation, such as requiring secure indoor or fenced outdoor 
growing spaces.
	•	Streamlined Registration: Create a simple process for patients to register as 
home growers, possibly as an addition to their medical marijuana card.

2. Affordability and Accessibility:
	•	Reduce Patient Costs: Promote home cultivation as a cost-effective alternative 
to dispensary purchases, helping patients manage expenses.
	•	Home Grow Assistance Programs: Provide low-cost starter kits and resources 
for low-income patients who wish to grow their own cannabis.
	•	Expand Dispensary Network: Increase the number of dispensaries and support 
home delivery services to improve access for patients who prefer to purchase 
cannabis.

3. Product Quality and Safety:
	•	Home Growing Education: Offer resources and workshops on safe cultivation 
practices, including pest control, mold prevention, and proper storage of 
cannabis.
	•	Affordable Testing Services: Establish partnerships with laboratories to offer 
voluntary and low-cost testing for home growers to ensure product safety and 
potency.
	•	Diverse Product Range: Encourage dispensaries to offer a broad selection of 
products (e.g., edibles, tinctures, topicals) to complement home-grown options.

Devon kissun Please regulate the cost of the marijuana. The prices are still pretty high. 



Dorine  Lauricella

Prices are getting ridiculously high on New Jersey.  You are already making 
billions and still taxing.  Price just went up again for 1/3 at $60.00.  As a senior 
and retired person this state has some of the highest prices around. Why is that
I probably will have to stop getting products I use medicinally
I hope something will change. I have seen other state prices and it’s not fair we 
have to pay such high prices and still getting more taxes
What’s up with this New Jersey

Douglas Roberts

The program has been destroyed by the recreational market. Dispensaries have 
extremely limited offerings. We pay the highest prices in the nation, Strains 
come and go, and as a patient I should be legally allowed to grow my own 
medicine. Unless things change I will not be renewing my card.  

Jack Stolzenberger 

These prices are outrageous. I have barely used my medical card because 
cannabis is cheaper to obtain not in the dispensaries". Like a lot cheaper, like 
1/3-1/4 of the price . It comes with lab tests too. Why can't you guys do this for 
us struggling with medical conditions? The medical conditions prevent us from 
making enough income to afford medicine. If starts a vicious cycle. An ounce is 
worth $75-$150, not $200-300.
Also, the "medical " dispensaries don't even have any bud with CBD in them.

Terrance Ruf

I am a patient enrolled in NJ's medical cannabis program.  I am also a biologist, 
obtaining multiple degrees from several of our prestigious in state institutions.  
It pains me that I can't cultivate my own plants like those in other states even 
though I have extensive training in botany.  Furthermore, although it has gotten 
better over time, there are just some genetics unavailable commercially.  
Allowing medical patients to cultivate up to 6 plants in each stage (germination, 
grow, veg) would enhance the program and allow for more customized 
treatments. 

Dennis Leahey Why does the THC level need to be so low on the flower option?

David Henriques

I love the program annd has helped me dramatically, except for the fact I 
haven’t been able to add my fiancé as a caregiver and haven’t received any 
help on the matter. 

Mary Wijsmuller
I have a medical card. It helped me a great deal, but it is very expensive to be 
covered by the insurance Not as much as they did

Michelle Perez-Vega

I am getting concerned because my prescribing doctor has retired and I am 
having difficulty finding one near me that takes new patients. I wish the state 
had its own virtual doctors. I get discounts for my medical marijuana and that is 
helpful being on disability. 

Justin Fruman

The program really needs to allow for home grow.  If we can purchase in the 
many dispensaries that exist, why can’t I grow a few plants for my own medical 
consumption.  It seems hypocritical with the other rules in place, and also why 
are we wasting money arresting people for this when cannabis is 100% legal in 
the state.  Limits should of course be in place, but I hope this is considered in 
this review.  Thank you



Casey Powles

I am a small business owner, medical cannabis patient, and a student of Rowan 
University. State laws prohibit smoking inside of a residential building, and I'm 
going to be kicked out of my Dorm Room for using my medicine. So I have two 
questions, to start; Is there any way the CRC could work on changing the state 
laws regarding smoking-indoors, so that an exception is made for medical 
patients living inside of an apartment building or dorm facility? If not, then 
could the CRC amend New Jersey Revised Statute 18A:40-12.22, so that it 
applies to public schools as well? Because this specific statue only applies to 
private schools, and it requires them to establish a policy for the administration 
of medicinal marijuana, by means other than smoking or inhalation, yet this law 
is not applicable in my case, because Rowan University is a public institution, 
they're not private, and it's ridiculous that only those who attend private school 
have some sort of protections or rights as a medical cannabis patient.

Nicole Creel

Patients relying on cannabis for medical treatment are being unfairly burdened 
with unnecessary, costly hurdles. Unlike traditional prescription 
medications—where a doctor can simply call in a refill—medical cannabis 
requires constant reauthorization, forcing patients to pay repeatedly just to 
maintain access to essential medicine. This creates a “pay-to-play” system that 
disproportionately impacts those who depend on cannabis for their health and 
well-being.

I urge the program to eliminate the ongoing authorization requirement, 
especially since cannabis is available recreationally and purchased "over the 
counter." Patients should not be forced to navigate arbitrary red tape just to 
receive the treatment they need. Make medical cannabis financially accessible 
by removing these unnecessary barriers—because no patient should have to 
choose between their health and affordability.

Shannon Oldroyd Eriksen

As a medical cannabis patient, I have a hard time accessing the medicine that I 
need, due to the virulent capitalism in the cannabis market. Strains are mostly 
very high thc and no or low cbd. The prices are still incredibly high for patients. 
And without the ability for patients to grow their own, it’s difficult to find 
plants NOT grown with pesticides (marketed as “natural”) because the grow 
facilities are high volume. There’s also times when my caregiver is unavailable, 
and I’m not feeling well enough to drive myself to my preferred dispensary, so I 
have to suffer because there’s no delivery options available. 

Jennifer Schutte

The initial program was fine. Once recreational came on, the amount we could 
buy was impacted by now smaller packets and considerably higher prices. Most 
of us with health issues don’t work, or work minimally so higher costs for less 
product did not work. How can you make the medical program better? Let us 
have larger amounts again. 

Michael Mellor

I see other states with better selection, wider dosing and MUCH cheaper 
pricing (Mass recreational is less than NJ medical by a long shot). Also, working 
to enable us to bring our MEDICINE on business trips...even to legal states...but 
having a preferred medicine and having to bring crappy pain and muscle pills to 
other places is backwards, unhelpful, and wrong. I want to help be a part of the 
solution. 



Jennifer Lee Adair LaFoun

Subject: Patient Centered Request for Home Cultivation in NJ s Medicinal 
Cannabis Program

Dear NJ-CRC,

As a medicinal cannabis patient, I strongly urge the NJ-CRC to include home 
cultivation as part of the updated regulations. Many states with medical 
cannabis programs, including Rhode Island, New Mexico, and Illinois, allow 
patients to grow their own medicine, recognizing the medical, financial, and 
accessibility benefits this provides.

Allowing home cultivation would:
   •   Ensure affordability and access: Dispensary prices can be prohibitive, and 
not all strains that work for patients are consistently available. Home 
cultivation provides a stable, cost-effective alternative.
   •   Improve patient autonomy: Patients should have the right to manage their 
own care, including the ability to grow cannabis suited to their specific medical 
needs.
   •   Address supply issues: New Jersey’s dispensaries often experience 
shortages or limited product variety, making it difficult for patients to get the 
medicine they rely on.

While concerns may arise regarding diversion, safety, or regulation, other 
states have successfully implemented limits on plant counts, security 
requirements, and tracking systems to prevent abuse while still allowing 
patients access to their medicine. A reasonable home-grow policy with 
safeguards would ensure patients benefit without undermining public safety.

New Jersey has an opportunity to modernize its medicinal cannabis program in 

Brian Van Wageninge 

The program is extremely beneficial for myself. As a professional with a serious 
medical history, it helps where other options do not. Educate yourself, and 
respect the program, as it will benefit you. Need more options in the medical 
locations, and a lower cost would be a huge help.

Nicolini J Belott

I would like to extend my gratitude that this program exists. Not only has my 
mental and physical health improved with access to medicine (cannabis), but 
also there is incredible peace of mind in knowing the flower I'm buying has 
been tested and is safe. There are many tainted drugs in the black market, and 
access to regulated medicine is something I am extremely grateful for. The 
program has been an essential tool among many that has allowed me to live a 
productive life contributing to my community through work and service. 

Craig Barsky

It is time to allow patients to grow their own medicine! Almost every other 
allows this. The GARDEN state needs to as well. It is time, cannabis is legal in 
this state, everyone should be able to grow their own!



Maria Villafane 

I’ve had multiple abdominal surgeries. I have a lot of scar tissue, and I have 
meshes holding my abdominal organs in place. I have tried all types of different 
medications, including opiates and none of them relieve the pain like medical 
marijuana does. I am a proponent for this program to continue, and I am glad 
to say that because of it, I no longer have the constant pain. I use to suffer a 
pain daily. I prefer it much better to opiate medication. 

Stephanie Gleffe

I don’t feel as if there is much benefit to a medical card in NJ anymore. The 
dispensaries favor the recreational patients and cater to them majorly. I wish it 
was a privilege and advantage to have a medical card like it used to be. Now it’s 
just a money hungry business 

Robert White

People that have a prescription from a doctor, and/or people that are on 
disability, be given some type of financial consideration or discount. Perhaps 
convince health insurance companies to cover some of the cost, for people 
who are prescribed medicinal cannabis by a doctor. 

Mark Arshan Please allow home grow. 

Albert Cawthon 

Seeing how the US Administration is currently trying to cancel programs 
nationwide, what is NJ doing to ensure and maintain a medical cannabis 
program?

Amber Elaine Flax 
Please lower cost. Even patient prices are astronomical compared to other 
states and we can't afford it.

Joseph Sevean Make higher THC in the flower available and make more Sativa Strains available.

Nicholas Garback

As much as I respect and appreciate our first responders. I find it frustrating the 
discount they receive at dispensaries compared to a medicinal patient who 
NEEDS the product. While the average recreational user might consume 
multiple times per week, med patients sometimes consume multiple times 
daily and much heavier doses. It must be very hard for patients to afford the 
cost of their medication being they use it 3x more the average recreational 
consumer. Sure saving on tax helps but when I get the same product as my 
peers that are police officers and they save $50 more than I do it doesn’t make 
sense. When I might have to be back at the dispensary a few days later and 
they might not be back for 2 weeks. It already cost an arm and a leg for 
cannabis in NJ and I feel medical patients need a larger discount on products 
being they use it multiple times daily. Thank you! 



victoria leonardi 

The NJ medical cannabis program in NJ is an absolute disgrace to the medical 
patients. Since the community has gone recreational, there are more and more 
dispensaries going up, but they are not medical. I have two medical facilities 
withing 20 minutes of my house compared to the 10 dispensaries that are 
recreational within ten minutes of my house. The limitations for medical vs 
recreational are very different and you have a much higher variety and 
assortment in recreational which makes my medical card a waste of time and 
money. I have gotten better deals and better service at the recreational stores.  
Medical stores like Cure Leaf have now catered to the recreational side making 
the medical side meaningless. They are only looking at the consumer for their 
money, not their product or making anyone actually better. I have not renewed 
my medical card and I don't plan on it unless the program allows for some 
serious changes in favor of the patient. 

Maxzine bergstresser 

With the cost of living continuing to increase and the costs of healthcare even 
rising medical patients are also seeing a lack in ability to maintain affordability 
with obtaining cannabis to treat their qualifying illnesses making the program 
contradictory to its founding purpose. We need to see more affordable options 
on the market for patients as well as consistency in products. Home grow 
should be considered for medicinal patients who also possess a CRC private 
grow approval limited to 1-2 plants per 60-90 calendar day period. MSO 
facilities can organize pick up to remove bio mass/deliver plants and be paid by 
patients per plant per CRC approval. We need to see higher percentages of thc 
and terpenes being permitted into the market as well. We are one of the 
LOWEST quality states in America with the restrictions in place therefore 
limiting and restricting patients to accessing better quality medication. 
Recreational menus and medication menus should be different and not have 
the medical items available to recreational/vice versa. MEDICINAL cannabis 
should be higher quality and test higher than recreational cannabis since it is 
being used medicinally. CRC also needs to begin listing if any of the cannabis 
being sold is radiation free or not. Most major MSO facilities use radiation to 
cleanse the cannabis from toxins. These are important bullet points and could 
vastly change the medicinal program in New Jersey for the better. 

April Chillemi

As a 100% disabled veteran and a medical marijuana participant for many years 
now, it is important that you continue to uphold the standards that you have 
already set in the processing in the distribution of cannabis.  The veteran 
community fully embraces alternative medication’s in order to treat many 
mental illnesses including post traumatic stress disorder. It is vital that you 
support us in this effort, remaining legal while it is still illegal federally.

Lori J Kershaw 

Is RFK Jr gonna take it away?

We need stronger topicles like Vegas and CA have 



Saul Betesh 

The monthly allotment is very outdated  I live part time and we can get up to 
5oz with a waiver  some people use this as their Medication I have various 
issues from muscular skeletal issues and then multiple gastrointestinal issues 
requiring 420 to help balance that area as well.  I utilize at least an oz weekly  
for the pain and it is very helpful. To even help you forget your pain.   Ty Saul 

Ryan McCaskill

Medical Cannabis Patients should be permitted to grow their own medicine. 
The Recreational market is established and allowing for medical users to save 
money on their treatment (which isn't covered by any insurances) would go a 
long way to supporting patients. 

Terry Dabis
Hello. I have a concern  if the Cannabis program is Medicinal, why are the 
prices so expensive?

Chris Paris
How come  Medical cannabis user can't grow IN THE GARDEN STATE!!! You do 
nothing for the card holders....😮😮😮😮😮

Aaron Upchurch I think that we should be able to get a higher allotment each month.

Daniel P Herbert

The financial and bureaucratic burden of maintaining medical status is 
untenable in the face of legalization. Dispensaries are kind enough to offer 
discounts, but those discounts do not add up to the state's demands. Doctors 
are unable or unwilling to undergo whatever state certification process enables 
them to work with marijuana patients in a direct capacity, and so we patients 
are left to explain our "recreational" medicine to GPs who cannot be assed to 
understand our therapeutic needs. It is clear that the state's interest in medical 
use was only as a financial bridge to full recreational legalization, leaving 
patients to an excessively expensive over-the-counter arrangement, as though 
my medicine is the world's most financially-demanding bottle of Tums. NJ's 
medical cannabis program needs to do significant work to align itself with the 
needs of doctors and patients, not taxes and budget bills.

Paul Pirolli Legalize home growing

Mark R. Burg

I have been using the MCP for a about 5 years. I suffer from anxiety and have 
been on numerous medications in my life. I eventually stopped taking 
everything and tried to work thru it naturally until I came across edibles. They 
have helped me tremendously and having a MCP card gives me discounts that 
make it more affordable. TY

Matthew Feinstein

When will the medical program be expanded to include home grow for 
patients? Personally I think we should join all the other legalized states and 
allow home cultivation for anyone 21 and older, but at the very least patients 
should have the ability to provide medicine to themselves if they are able.

Robert C Sibilia

I've read that Governor Murphy wants to drastically increase the tax on 
medicinal marijuana as well as for personal use.  Those of us that use this for 
medicinal purposes, experience many large medical bills and expenses.  Will 
there be any difference in the amount that is taxed for medicinal use versus 
that of personal use users?  This economy is such that it is hard enough to pay 
your daily bills, let alone adding higher taxes on this medicinal use.  How does 
one chose to purchase food, pay rent or a mortgage of purchase your 
medication.



Jim Wojtkiewicz

Program has helped me sleep, pain, appetite .   The only thing that can improve 
is the PRICES and the  THC %

Pat Searles

Lower the cost for medical patients.  Editables price is too high for medical 
senior citizens.  Even with the state discount the physician charges to re-up.  
Besides medical patients need this to be well.  Cut the price!

Joseph J Seck 
Allow medical patients to home grow- allow access atc's to sell seeds or plants. 
Thank you

Nicholas Irizarry

Cannabis reform is another sad reminder that health is not the priority of the 
Health Department, Using recreational use and concerns for health issues as a 
guise, for steering the bottom line agenda of court fees and the vicious cycle 
that is Our court system. We have Human Living Breathing testimonies of 
people suffering, taking so called legal approved drugs, that have ruined our 
lives and the lives of our loved ones, people from ailments across the board, 
from Civilian, Veterans, to disabled folks across America. Cannabis has brought 
relief to so many, how can this be an Issue! when anyone can walk into a Liquor 
store and there are endless rows of variety, of known poison for sale, which is 
known to be part of almost every Violent incident you can Imagine. We have 
become a Divided States of America, One of the few things All states agree on, 
is you have the right to get intoxicated and consume all the nicotine you want, 
The FDA and Health Department serving its Public, I just want to remind 
everyone, we are all family at the end of the day we are helping US as a whole, 
to seek out natural healthier alternatives, instead of constantly just making 
things worse, to end this with some levity, 
“ Make up your minds, how could you have banned Athletes for using a 
substance thats so detrimental, was it so unhealthy it gave them a leading 
recovery edge.” To think a pawn like me can figure this out, the game must not 
be Health, Longevity and Victory. So what do they want for US? I am still 
hopeful, God willing we will be aloud to use Nature again, and not forced to 
take Their repeatedly proven approved toxic medicinal regiment.  

Marlene DeMeglio

Medical cannabis for severe pain management is good. But there is a huge 
issue. The Dr. prescribed me 84 grams of medical cannabis a month but there 
were no instructions about how many milligrams to take or what strength to 
buy. Big big problem.

Denise Corradini

I would like to have the option for less potent strains. Everyone seems to be 
aiming for stronger versions, but the dosage can be hard to calibrate down. I 
need to be able to reduce pain while still being able to balance a checkbook, 
pay my bills or cook a meal. 

Kelly Zaimaj 
I have severe herniated disc's with 5 epidural that haven't helped. I can finally 
sleep through the night without pain due to this program.  



Leland Neman 

I have been a NJ medical cannabis patient since 2021. At no point has the 
program ever progressed in terms of access or affordability for patients. With 
the increase in recreational sales, the state seems to have forgotten their 
responsibility to medical cannabis patients in lieu of copious amounts of tax 
dollars. I implore this board to make medical cannabis dispensaries more 
accessible, offer more incentives for current locations to provide medical, and 
overall reduce the insane price of medicine. 

Robert Steigerwalt Jr

I'm not against the use of Medical Cannabis I use it for pain management.. the 
growing issue and concerns I have is the growing numbers of people that use 
cannabis the wrong way. The population today uses cannabis when driving, 
before going into work, on their lunch breaks and after work. Can there be 
tougher laws that companies and the  state can impose to make this stop. 
Eventually someone  is going to get seriously injured if this issue is not stopped. 

Anastasia Delia Marrone 

I believe the program is doing well but can be improved in the following areas: 
The quality of flower is still highly lacking in comparison to other states with 
legal marijuana. It tastes frankly like rubber, which is partially why I mainly use 
concentrate. However, unlike in other states, NJ counts 1 gram of concentrate 
as 7 grams and that is completely unfair. I need it for pain, and having that 
limitation hinders my ability to medicate. Finally, the prices are still out of this 
world. I can only afford to buy when it's on sale in any form, once again 
hindering my ability to medicate. I believe this also pushes people to still buy 
illegally. You also don't have educated budtenders or allow people to see the 
products which hinders the experience and ability to know I'm getting what I 
need as a patient. 

Peter Sulitzer

I like the program as it has helped with my condition.  As a retired person, the 
high cost of the products as compared to programs in other states makes the 
cannabis so expensive that I can only afford a partial of the allotment allowed 
by my doctor.  The cost needs to come down.  The quality of the cannabis is 
only marginally better than what can be bought on the street as to make it 
almost worthless to the patient.  No one in their right mind would pay nearly 
$500 for an ounce of cannabis.

James Kramer 
Who ever holds a medical marijuana card should be able to grow their own 
plants to a certain number of plants. Would help with the high cost of products.

Rebecca hoffman

A lot of adults use only dispensaries with no medical line and the places that 
sell medical weed are never stocked the same as the adult use side. Adult use 
has a lot more.   They say I do not pay tax but I do not believe them sometimes 
because the price did not change from when I ordered it with the tax included. 
The cannabis is better adult use side… a lot of new brands with new choices 
that are very high in terps. Some of the medical brands are horrible, no term 
total on the side.  The cost is also the same medical as adult use. We get 
nothing except the minimal effort. Every dispensary should have to offer 
medical weed, and all weed should be able to buy medically too. 



Mike Gordon
I am a bilateral below the knee amputee. Medical Cannabis keeps me off 
opioids and anti depressants 

Vincent Capano
Why is recreational use allowed to have a permit to hunt with a firearm but 
Medicinal use Cannot? 

Mary Ashcraft Close to federal approval?
kim frank The prices are to high.

Carol Starkweather
Please make it easier to work the website when up for renewal.  I can’t stand 
the website.

David Rogers Everything is fine except the overpriced weed.
Marlo Johnson Medical patients should be able to grow their own medicine.

Chris Zeno

Please remove allotment restrictions on the medical cannabis program. With 
recreational only having a transactional limit but not a monthly one, I think the 
medical program should better align with this format as medical should be less 
restrictive than recreational. Thank you for this opportunity

Scott

Disregard my previous email if even possible. I guess I did not read this 
thoroughly enough. I thought this had to do with the new laws that are being 
imposed in some of the states which are not looking like they are moving in a 
forward progress motion. In New Jersey all we basically need are to stop all of 
the hybrids, as they are diluting the strains quality and just creating more 
quantity of strains. It is very uncommon to find a landrace or even a good 
straight indica strain that has good terpene numbers. When a somewhat 
decent strain does come out you end up having to use it for months on end. 
There are definite flaws in the program that we're not present in the beginning. 
I could very easily name 20 strains that were out in the beginning that could 
still be out and be better than the hundreds they have now. If you can even get 
any of the decent ones. Don't screw this up New Jersey. Prices need to come 
down and quality needs to go up as well as consistency. Lose the hybrids, which 
will never happen and initiate home grow for medicinal and there you go. 

Constance Fraler

 I think it’s excessive and unnecessary to be required to renew my medical 
approval for hundreds of dollars so often.  My medical issues will not 
disappear, only get worse. It seems to be a money making exercise.  Can we 
just be diagnosed once at the beginning?

Kenneth F. Maimone
The prices for gummies have skyrocketed. Why is this so and can they be made 
more affordable 

Rickey LoDico

I think a high percentage of medical marijuana are retired on a fixed income. 
The max purchase is 3 ounces a month at about 400.00 each. How many of us 
have 1200.00 a month expendable cash? I few home-grown plants would give 
people their medicine at an affordable price. How much is an oz on the street?

Michael E. Jacobs

I am a 60-year-old male with three knee operations, hardware put in hardware 
taken out, five hand surgeries, six herniated discs. The gummies that can be 
purchased at dispensaries are not enough for my body weight ( 325 lb ). I am 
not on any painkillers, however the cost for gummies is too much to cover a 30-
day supply to aid in comfort and sleeping. 



Charles L Austin 

As the card now prevents me from purchasing a gun i will never renew again. I 
wouldn't have voted to legalize except someone from a cannabis organization 
lied to me and said grow would be included in that vote it was not.
 P.S. STILL FEDERALLY ILLEGAL!!

SSE

I used to be registered to be on the program but since its expiry, I was not able 
to easily re-register, which thankfully at that time Recreational was lawful. So, I 
was able to still get the strands I used during my medicinal era at recreational 
levels, however people are buying rec for other purposes and requesting street 
level quality which has totally depleted the medicinal strands I was using. So 
now if I were to go there, they have this overly ridiculously strong strands that 
are not even, in my long time of smoking viewpoint, normal strands. What I am 
saying in a nutshell is that dispensaries should be allowed to evolve with their 
buying customers, but they need to keep the reality at hand because now all 
the dispensary strands smell like street weed and it no longer appeals to those 
who really need it and have real use for it.

Steven Franklin
I get medical marijuana.  I would appreciate if NJ would permit delivery for 
those on medical .  Otherwise, I have no other issues.

John Velasquez

I think it’s a ripoff to have to pay once for your doctors visit for a prescription. 
Then again for your medical card. I think we should only pay for the doctors 
prescription visit once. I mean you really don’t need a medical card. 

Ryan Fischer Hello, we need to have home grow approved for medical patients. 

Carlos Malbert

 It’s really hard to be a cannabis patient and apply for a good paying job in the 
state. People like me have to settle for jobs in industries that don’t pay as well, 
because they don’t drug test future employees. A good example are fast food  
restaurants. I believe the state of NJ should do better for patients in order to 
support our families and to pay for medical cannabis. 
Thank you

Jim Lardiere

Being part of this program has enabled me to overcome significant anxiety and 
other mental health challenges and avoid going down the prescription drug 
path. My only complaint is that the recurring fees (to the State, to the doctor) 
can start to add up. I'm not sure what changes are being proposed with the 
program, but I would implore those in charge to continue it to help patients like 
me regain a relatively normal life, again (coupled with other therapy 
treatments).

Christy coco It’s given me some sort of life again

Rua Gilna

It is past time that we allow medical card holders a limited amount of plants to 
home grow. We are the only state with a medical program that doesnt allow it 
AND we have the most expensive marijuana in the country. It is frequently 
difficult to get hands on strains thar provide the most relief as dispensaries 
stock constantly varies. We should do better and allow medical card holders to 
home grow a small number of plants to have year round access to their 
medicine.



Cheryl Raike

I think the limits should be higher 3 oz is good unless you are far away from 
dispensary that you have used for a few years. I know there are more 
dispensaries around but I really like Curaleaf because they are all very 
knowledgeable about their products and always answer questions. 

Laura Lab 

Local municipalities should not have the entitlement to apply a local tax on 
medical marijuana sold in dispensaries in their towns. No other prescribed 
medications are taxed in NJ. Tax recreational not medical. 

Andrew St. Germaine

I left the program due to rising costs to stay in the program. With the increased 
living expenses it's too expensive to receive any treatment. It did help with pain 
and inflammation. I am now taking 8 motrin and 8 tylenol a day instead which 
is causing other health issues. This is a money making program not out for the 
good of the patients.

Frederick White 

It is so expensive. I know myself and other can not afford our monthly 
prescription. We need a grow at home option or an option where medical 
prescription cards cover our medications. To fill my monthly prescriptions from 
my doctor it would cost me $1,200 per month.  

Please help. 

Joshua Storch

Patients should be allowed to grow limited amounts. Dispensaries should sell 
seeds to patients.
Prescriptional and card renewal should be less frequent.

Steven Donohue

As a caregiver, My biggest gripe is the paperwork that is required every time 
you need to visit a different dispensary when using a medical ID card. A state 
issued ID card should allow me to enter any dispensary without filling out a 
profile. We have a primary that serves our flower needs but prefer another 
dispensary for edibles 

Windy lark I like the fact that I don’t have to take pain medication to be able to sleep

Thomas Deckman

I am completely disheartened with the MMP. I’ve been to multiple pain 
management specialists and they all treated the program as a money grab. 
They give zero advice/instruction, do no monitoring, and only want the fee for 
the office visit. The only reason for partaking in the program is pain 
management will revoke my other prescriptions if I test positive for marijuana 
without being in it. Perhaps dispensaries should cover the doctor fees 
associated with the program or at minimum give a “real” discount to those in 
the program. I truly believe the state could careless about medicinal users and 
used the MMP as a Trojan horse to to generate tax revenue.

Richard Gianfredi

I’m a stroke victim. I have a speech impairment, right hand debilitated, severe 
arthritis, approaching my 70th birthday. I take some over counter vitamins, one 
prescribed medicine a blood thinner, Tylenol and cannabis for pain when 
needed. It helps to lead the active life I want and needed. 

Bruce Reim

I’ve Been in the program since 2017 and I say with great sincerity that the 
medical cannabis has reduced my spinal pain considerably.  I only use the MCT 
oil, 0.75 ml, same dosage never more than once a day. It also relaxes me which 
mitigates my pain as well. Thanks for a medicine that really works.

Julio Casado
To expand the medical program, consider allowing dispensaries that aren't 
currently medical to expand to medical in some capacity.



Jon Michael Itzel 

NJ Medical/ recreational program should be ashamed of themselves… Not only 
do you allow below average cultivators to operate in our state, but you allow 
them to charge double the price then any other state… Take Notes from Maine 
and how they operate out of love and quality and are truly medicinally for their 
patients.. NJ is all just a cash grab 

Peter Livengood Please consider growing real Marijuana. Give the people what they need..

Jeremy Sorvino

The fact that the program has the prices it does for so long and the medicine 
they offer is getting worse in not acceptable. Allow home grow for at least a 
patient level it’s been long enough 

William C Hubbard 

When is the federal government going to jump on board with this.  Because it's 
very expensive for this medication.  And would like help from Medicare or 
insurance company's  . Since it is for medical purposes . And alot of patients 
need it like myself  . Or is there anyway it could be cheaper for the people using 
for medical marijuana and have the card that was issued by a doctor like myself  
 ? 

Amy Larsen

The medical cannabis program is wonderful including how the state contacts 
you and guides you through the process when it’s time to renew. The only 
thing I can think of improving is getting it in the mail. I live in southern NJ and 
the dispensary’s here are small and inventory is limited so I drive all the way up 
to bellmawr to get the product I want. I don’t know the implications of the 
regulations but if this can be added it would make life more convenient. But all 
in all the program is wonderful and I feel like a better person because of the 
medicine. Thank you for making this program a reality in our state. 

Thomas Ahern

The New Jersey Medical Marijuana Program was a negative experience from 
the time I joined in 2012. All medical CANNABIS users should be allowed to 
grow the medicine that is specifically desired by themselves. Patients know 
which cultivars are good for themselves. Those cultivars aren’t available at the 
dispensaries, and if they are available, they are not properly grown or cured. 
It’s complete nonsense not to allow home cultivation. The price of nj cannabis 
is the highest in the nation, and it’s the absolute worst quality. Nj doesn’t have 
correct dosing guidelines. The whole program needs to be overhauled. 

Christopher Magyar Where do you stand on home cultivation? If only for medical patients. 

 Shakira Brown

i can't explain i have stage 4 cancer colon and liver and i can say i use to drink 
heavy and begin diagnosed march of 2024 i can quieting and now smoking just 
medicinal cannabis has really helped me with my pain anxiety of life and just so 
much more i can't even explain I'm not saying it's a crutch but man it really 
helps me and hopefully others dealing with anything 

Thomas morgan

I now believe it is not regulated, the weed is to strong now, No regulation on 
that, if needed should have a prescription from a doctor not a kid behind the 
counter, you are causing more damage then good . Especially the young 
generation. If you would like me to give you more information please feel free 
to contact. It’s about the money not peoples well being. Sincerely a former 
user. God bless



Kristen Krulikowski

For two decades, I’ve been treated for generalized anxiety. Year after year, 
doctors continued to push benzodiazepines and antidepressants, leading me to 
become dependent on them. Medicinal cannabis has allowed me to break free 
of addictive benzos. The legalization has also opened up conversations, I feel 
comfortable speaking with friends and family about my usage without feeling 
like I am doing something illicit and shameful. Each time I walk into a medical 
dispensary, I am surrounded by all different types of people. It’s not just the 
typical stereotype that society has attached to cannabis users, it’s elderly 
patients, people with disabilities, and those also struggling with debilitating 
anxiety. The commission also helps me to feel confident with the product I am 
consuming. The transparency and regulations assure me that usage is safe.

Christine Mulreed 

I have been in the MMP for 3/4 years.  When the recreational sales started the 
dispensary’s tried to still prioritize the med patients.  No more is that 
happening.  
We stand in a medical line much longer than the rec sales.   It’s not right.  They 
never have anyone available for medical patients.  Maybe at 7?am which is 
absolutely ridiculous and not helpful for sick people to be traveling to get to a 
dispensary by 7 /8 am.      We are not a priority anymore.    It’s quite evident.   
Valley Wellness is the worst!!!! Raraitan NJ.   They treat med patients like crap.    
  They should be fined.    

Frank Coolick

I have given up on the medical marijuana program because it got too onerous.  
Changing your password every 3 months was ludicrous.  Do you folks realize 
marijuana purchasing in this state is now legal?  Doubt this comment is going to 
change how you do things.  I am a 78 year old cancer patient and former state 
employee for 35 years.  I understand how state agencies work and yours was 
the worst.

Jagdish Mistry
tax the alcohol and tobacco product also tax more to reach people not paying 
any taxes with business write offs.

Chad Pettengill

Hello,
Two comments:
1. My physician who approves my cannabis use requires that I see him every 
three months. This seems excessive, particularly considering that cannabis is 
now legal in NJ.
2. The prices in NJ are much higher than CA and other states. 
thanks,
Chad



Thomas L. Ostrow

I have been suffering most of my adult life with Multiple Sclerosis. MS comes 
with many symptoms, and no two patients are alike. One of the many 
symptoms was horrible insomnia. I've taken many, many different medications 
to help me with this problem. It wasn't until New Jersey legalize, medicinal 
marijuana that my symptoms improved! Only a small dose of THC made it so I 
actually sleep through the night. This was the first time that this happened, and 
the only drug that helped! I eat a few Gummies about a hour before bedtime, 
and I actually sleep through the night! Plus, THC IS THE ONLY DRUG I'VE TAKEN 
THAT HAS ZERO SIDE EFFECTS! I HOPE THOSE WHO MAKE THE LAWS IN THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY UNDERSTANDS THAT I AM NOT THE ONLY MS PATIENT 
THAT THC HAS HELPED.
THANK YOU.

Paul Kasley

I have a medical license, and it has helped me get through some difficult times.  
Mount Sinai gave me a drug that destroyed my nerves in my hands and legs!  
The cannabis stops the pain at night so that I can get a peaceful night's sleep.

Jonathan Uhl 

4oz per month needs to be the maximum allowance per month fpr patients, 
because all the dispensaries do is say you can purchase more at full price which 
isn't fair since I have to pay to keep this license current. Also need it for my 
permanent disability. 

C A Rechenberg Jr

I cannot afford my monthly meds anymore. The prices in NJ for low quality 
items are way too high. And by low quality I mean standard vape carts that are 
distillate, and flower that is moldy or dry or not cured properly. I will not go 
near this rubbish. The higher quality items, and there are a few out there like, 
rso, live resin or rosin, not chemically extracted are so overpriced. I'm trying to 
save my lungs from the shitty selections. And the price of the high quality items 
from say Breakwater, are very very expensive and make it prohibitive. I think 
home grown would be a way to ease the pain in more ways than one. But as a 
government agency with political leanings I don't expect the people making the 
rules give an actual shit about us patients. Because if they did, we wouldn't be 
in this situation. Also there are way too many MSO's cornering the market as 
far as what they decide to charge. If I wasn't in my 60's and could locate a 
reliable black market seller, I would. That pretty much sums up my grievances 
with the NJMMP.

rama mistry

program helps me lot, better than regular meds, if gov dont need for himself he 
should not screw poor people.
he should look into other options. like providing luxury to criminals,  make their 
ass work. dont use lottery money to support criminals, instead reduce property 
taxes.

Jackie Syrop

Please keep the program strong and accessible. I am a senior citizen and 
greatky appreciate the products i buy at the dispensary being free of fungicides 
etc and being able to receive a discount. Really impressed with my ATC, 
Breakwater. 



Tara  D'Errico

Since New Jersey has legalised recreational marijuana, it is way more expensive 
for medicinal marijuana patients to maintain a prescription when anyone can 
just walk in off the street to a dispensary and buy cannabis products.  As a 
medicinal patient, I had to pay a 100 dollar fee every two months, plus other 
fees throughout the year in order to keep my prescription current.  In contrast, 
recreational users pay 0.  Also, the cannabis is the same price for both 
medicinal patients and recreational users.  So patients, who need the product, 
and have a prescription from a doctor for the product are required to pay so 
much more than anybody off the street who do not medically need the 
product.  Cannabis should be much cheaper for medical patients than it is for 
people who just want to get high and have no medical need for it. 

Blase Toto

I was part of the medical program before it became legal to the public. It was 
easy to follow. Bit years later it became a different story. Too much of an 
outlay of money up front for doctor visits and fees associated with the 
program. Also too many demands and requirements. Prescription, referral, fees.
So I stopped using the medical cannabis program and just purchase as a 
consumer.
Much easier for me that way.

James Ceravolo 
Prices for medical need to go way down. They are not affordable for the 
average medical patient and are keeping black market sales alive 

James Jaeger

If you have a medical card now, limits should already be in place and you 
shouldnt have to keep going to get a prescription, it should be a set limit for 
card holders per month and a different perimeter for non card holders.

Tammy Watson 
I wish they hire people that k ow ASL sign language cause me and my husband 
are deaf and hard time understand people

John andrew ammeen
John andrew ammeen 5 troon terrace Annandale nj 08801 973-495-9114 born 
11-11-1967. Formerly of 13 montage place nj 07042

Beth Ring
I suffered without  medication for many years an stayed sober. Please  don't 
raise tax on my medication. 

Ricardo Rios velez 

Hi, Mr. Ricardo Rios velez here. I would like to know how far does the law 
reaches or extend to protect patients... Recently 1.5 months ago or so 
someone did throw away my medicinal cannabis which helps me manage my 
insomnia, chronic pain, anxiety and my anger issues. Almost $400.00 worth  
can I press charges and prosecute such individual? also what are the penalties 
for such crime of disposing the much needed medicine in nj? 

Kevin Kasprowicz How about increasing the allotment to more than 3 ounces?



Brian Hill

Before the medical marijuana program here in NJ I was being put on opioids 
and I was naturally nocturnal. The last straw came for me when my back 
specialist put me on 900mg of Gabapentin 3x a day. I was not able to function, I 
was barely able to think, and there was no way I could even begin to return to a 
normal job. On the program I have achieved not only becoming diurnal but 
made exceedingly good progress towards being able to work physical jobs 
again until covid hit. Now, here I am once again recovering and working with 
the ticket to work program in order to find a job that I can do without it 
breaking me even further. I have had nothing but success with this program 
except for the simple fact that many people still don't like it being a thing and I 
am often persecuted by neighbors over it. 

Louis R. Germinario 

New Jersey should offer patients many different types of hashish to choose 
from.  California and other states have these types of offerings fof medical 
patients. 

Joanna Remson

I have had numerous nerve blocks for years but they didn’t seem to help 
anymore.  I then had two nerve ablations but they didn’t work either. I couldn’t 
get out of bed and even walk to the bathroom without having to hold onto 
every door knob and piece of furniture. I became so depressed I just wanted to 
die. I will be 70 yrs old in April and have been using marijuana gummies for a 
little over a yr. Now.  If only you could see how fast I can jump out of bed or get 
out of my recliner you wouldn’t believe there was anything wrong with my 
back at all.  I have several health problems but not being able to move without 
hurricane pain felt like gasoline on the fire.  I couldn’t even roll over in bed 
without whimpering in pain.  Those days are gone and fortunately for me all I 
need is my 10 mg indica gummies Ndebele it helps me fall asleep as well. I 
wake up pain free , no high feeling and I’m good for the day.  My pain specialist 
is absolutely awesome and he taught me so much .  I feel blessed and I could 
cry just thinking about just how much he helped me. Dr. Daniel Ragone thank 
you

Joy Collins

Is there any plan in the works for medicinal patients to have an opportunity to 
grow plants within their homes? Also, is there a possibly of medicinal patients 
to have an opportunity to purchase microbusiness licenses for a discounted 
price? 

Shonte Smith

As a person who suffers with occasional pain from a terrible car accident, I’m 
able to purchase medicinal balm(lotion) to massage into any area where I 
experience pain to feel much better. 



Theodore W. Hussey

I suffer from chronic pain, I have had many surgeries and injuries throughout 
my career. I was on opiates of all kinds just to try to keep the edge off. Not only 
that, but I kept getting put on higher and higher doses of pain medications that 
would work for a week or two, then stop working. I finally found a pain 
management doctor that prescribed Medical Cannabis and weaned me off the 
opiates and many other pain-related types of medications. 
The problem I have is with the cost; I have a minimal pension, and I am on S/S, 
and disabled, and still need the cannabis for relief of my chronic pain.
It's just so expensive! 
If Medicare covered 40% or more of the cost, it would make it much easier for 
Seniors. 
What about letting Medical cannabis users grow their own?
I am prescribed three ounces of Medical cannabis a month, for me that's 
almost a thousand dollars a month, I cannot afford to get one once of that! But 
that's about three plants. We would already be registered (via medical cannabis 
card)and would have to follow state guidelines and regulations. We already pay 
a fee to the state for our medical card, raise the price a bit for those who want 
to grow their own.

I want to thank New Jersey, Governor Murphy, and everyone that fought to 
bring this fundamental resource to the people. 
The Medical Cannabis Program helped me avoid becoming addicted to opiates 
and getting through several surgeries with no other pain medications. 
Now it helps with the aftermath of all those surgeries... Chronic pain. 
This is a great program that helps so many people, I think it could be better, if it 
were more affordable, especially for people with medical cards. 

 Vincent Cerrone 
Prices are really high choices in edibles are limited. Dispensaries are on every 
corner. 

Jeremy Lucier 

Prices need to be lowered! We have some of the highest prices in the country 
for our products in the medical program, so much so that I can hardly afford to 
pay for a prescription. The discount received for being a medical patient is not 
worth it, I'm personally considering not renewing my prescription, and I know 
my opinion doesn't stand alone. I would like to see home grown cannabis being 
legal, as it seems a bit silly that I can be arrested for growing a plant, while at 
the same time, I can legally purchase the products it creates. Imagine growing 
tea plants being illegal while it being perfectly legal go buy legal tea at the 
store. Tea doesn't seem very legal in that situation, right? Cannabis must be 
legal across the board.

Sheila Birmingham 

It is very challenging to find strains of cannabis that are effective and readily 
available for pain. Allowing home grow for medical patients would alleviate 
much of this challenge.



Annie Schofield

I thought the program was good to help the elderly that have severe pain and a 
host of medical issues.
What I didn’t know is the greedy state and/or doctors charge $130 CASH every 
6 months to renew the medical script plus the fee for the medical card. $260 a 
year CASH just for the scripts, that’s before you buy any medical cannabis! The 
elderly can’t afford that!!!!! 
I could not renew my script cause I can’t pay that kind of money! What a waste 
of medical card, that is paid for in the next 2 years! 

NJ, You have to HELP THE SENIORS! 

William J Clancy 

Why can't a MMP Patient get a firearms license in NJ? MMP card max in a mth 
can get 3 ounces,  recreational can get 30 ounces a mth. Makes no sense.  
MMP patients have all the rules and regulations.  Also some Medical shops 
charge zero tax, should be same with every Medical shop.

Blanche F Wiggins 
Medical cannabis is nessasary for me because I have several illnesses and I can 
be medicated accordingly 

Joe Ramos

Medical card holders at least should be given a home grow option. Home grow 
in states that allow it doesn’t detract from overall profit margins for 
distributors. Let those who want to grow for themselves do so. 

Edwinia Tanksley-Howard

The medical cannabis program has changed my life for the better. I am 
diagnosed with depression, anxiety, Bipolar disorder, endometriosis, and 
fibromyalgia. Because of my conditions I lost all will to live and a last resort I 
signed up for the medical Cannabis program. I hadn't felt happiness in over a 
decade, but after my first dose of Cannabis, I was able to feel happiness and life 
without anxiety. After years of being in the program I actually WANTED to live. I 
can now get out of the bed in the morning and shower whenever I take it. I am 
also so much kinder to my son Autistic when I'm on it. Being his sole caregiver 
was overwhelming me to the point even therapy and prayer wasn't working. I 
thank God for this program! The only thing I would change,  is making more 
edibles available for medical cannabis patients. It's frequently sold out even 
though it's at a much more manageable price, it just not available for purchase. 
Please have the Valhalla company send larger quantities to the dispensaries. 
And earmark some specifically for medical patients.

Amy Hale

Thanks to our cannabis providers, I no longer suffer from anxiety tremors.  Just 
living in this world is difficult, please don’t try to change or further regulate the 
things that get us through.



Clinton Androus

delivery is a serious problem. not all stores deliver, not all stores have what 
works. (perhaps medical transport to the stores) pricing is a serious problem. i 
am on a fixed income. ( i am watching stores bring down prices)   

i have had delivery many times. it works well. all stores should deliver. i  say 
this because of product effectiveness. certain products work well for me and 
others simply dont. when one store doest have it, i have to search out the 
country side for cannabis medicine. 

price of medical products. i feel medical should be less than recreational in 
price. simply put, "if i wasnt bent in half in pain i may not but cannabis often at 
all" i used to smoke it for pain and hope it works, now its way stronger and it 
works every time. im happy for it. but back to price, "if i wasnt hurting, id use 
the recreational for about 30 dollars every 45  days or so but im in pain so it 
like for it be less than 30 dollars a week and have enough to work ect"  

its a nice safe place to do business. the staff has been accommodating during 
my walking difficulty. i learned alot about cannabis enough to really consider 
industry involvement. i love it. i never excepted to see the cannabis industry 
happen and im glad i did with a medical card. i will say in defense of anyone in 
recreational who thinks that medical has it better.....no, we dont. at this point, 
recreational is strong and it is drowning the medical aspect of the use. becuase 
of recreation users, and the broken pocket and will, you are seeing this 
message today.  i love the program but medical should sucseed from 
recreational or something to that effect. cannabis was private and somewhat 
sacred, especially in a health manner, recreation has nothing to do with that. 
'wicked" brand gummies ect....

Michelle Maisto

Hello, I have been in New Jersey medical marijuana patient since 2013. The 
nearest only medical marijuana dispensary to me is in cranberry New Jersey, 
which is a half hour drive. It’s my understanding that Breakwater in cranberry 
New Jersey is the only medical marijuana dispensary left in the state of New 
Jersey. Is it at all possible that the New Jersey medical marijuana commission 
can help Breakwater expand to more locations. And honestly, in my 
experience, Breakwater in cranberry is really the only dispensary in New Jersey 
that gives you fresh good marijuana. For example, I’ve been to Curaleaf in 
Bordentown and they sell you eight months to one year old weed. It’s 
ridiculous. nonetheless I appreciate what y’all have done for us. Medical 
marijuana patients in New Jersey thus far thank you Michelle.

Lucas Becce
As medical patients, we used to have access to edibles with stronger doses. I 
feel it would be fair to return medical doses for edibles back to 350mg 

Barry Nealis 
Home grow!!  I’m not a medical user but I strongly believe that medical users 
should be able to grow their own medicine at home.



Elisabeth Schwartz 

Dear NJ - CRC Commission, 

Thank you for making cannabis legal in New Jersey. I have had back issues, 
including surgery, and using cannabis has allowed me to avoid all painkillers. It 
really made my life much better.

My only comment is that I wish you could get a gun license with a marijuana 
card. I know this is nothing you can change, but it would be nice if this issue 
was resolved at the federal level. 

Also, because it is legal recreationally, I no longer need a medical card and I 
don’t buy enough to make the tax waver meaningful. 

Thank you again, I really appreciate the work you are doing.  Elisabeth Schwartz 
Damon Schultes Home cultivation should be approved if the state wants to help patients.

Jennifer McCann

I am a medical marijuana patient.  Recently  it has been increasingly difficult to 
find the products I need because they are only available to recreational 
customers. Products such as transdermal patches, edibles, liquid, sugar to use 
in food/drink. These products are necessary for me so I do not need to always 
smoke and inhale since  that has been causing respiratory problems. I was even 
forced to purchase on recreational and they refused to give me my medical 
discount. They have even done away with their medical only hours.

Mike Smith

NJ needs to start insuring that medical patients are getting correct “medical” 
label added to packaging upon purchase. This is NOT happening a multiple ATC 
locations or is happening inconsistently. That medical label keeps patients 
legally safe. Especially any patients under 21. Budtenders need to be on top of 
this. Please address this with the ATC locations. 
Thank you,
             Mike 

Andrew Kastel 

NJ MMP program is a insult for those of us who need it.Many of us are on a 
fixed income no budget for it. No home grow no insurance coverage rising 
taxes and very high prices. It wasn't designed for the poor . I have a stage 4 end 
of life  disease that prevents me from taking traditional medicine my body has 
a hard time processing them my kidneys are destroyed... Where is the tax 
money going? Colorado fixed the roads with proceeds called it operation pot 
hole.....NJ just gets rich and brags about profits it's all it cares about profit not 
care.

Aida Miranda Need to renew my cannabis license 



Sarah Valerio

The maximum medical monthly allotment of 3oz is far too low, the way 
products are now counted (carts, vs flower vs edibles vs. tinctures vs topicals. 
Recreational users can buy an ounce every day but with a max 3 oz medical 
allotment a month, I can't obtain the variety of products I need to properly 
manage my medical condition and stay within my allotment. Additionally, now 
that recreational use is legalized in NJ;  it is discriminatory to continue to deny 
MMJ card holders the right to apply for a fire arms permit. 

Lisa Schneider I would like to see more local dispensary for medical sales. Thank you.

Florencia Scotland 

Since I started taking medical cannabis, my life has, changed. I have less pains in 
my spine and body. I am more alert,  less body spasms. I perform my daily 
duties much better.   Before I slept 3/4 of the day, and having this weak feeling 
from sleeping so much. My digestive system was on a rollercoaster, I was 
miserable. I thank God for my Dr.T  as I called him,  and this program , for 
changing my life for the better.  I thank the Mosthigh,  I am Much  more 
tolerable among friends at functions. Thanks.  

John castellano This program works

Sharon Green

Permit homegrowing for medical patients, there are a lot of beneficial strains 
we cannot access because they don’t fit the scope of a growers P&L. The health 
and wellbeing of NJ residents should not be dictated by a company’s bottom 
line. It is audacious and reprehensible of NJ legislators to condemn the growing 
of a purely natural and beneficial plant that Jesus and Mother Earth gave us 
while still permitting deadly and addictive manmade opioids to remain 
accessible and legal. Thank you for your consideration. 

Linda Manley 

I have a mmp card for glaucoma.  There is only one Cannabis on their menu 
that mentions helping Glaucoma. Using that my numbers went from 18 and 19 
to 10 and 13. I only use that one or two times a day so it really helps. 



Steven Brodsky

As a New Jersey medical cannabis patient, I am submitting this comment to 
strongly urge the Cannabis Regulatory Commission to formally recommend and 
advocate for the legalization of home cultivation (“home-grow”) for registered 
medical patients. While I understand that the CRC does not have the power to 
unilaterally permit home-grow, the Commission does have the ability — and I 
would argue the responsibility — to advise the Legislature on policies that 
would directly improve patient access, affordability, and medical autonomy.

The cost of dispensary products remains a major barrier for patients, especially 
those who require consistent, long-term treatment. Not only is the price 
prohibitive for many patients, but product availability is inconsistent, and 
dispensaries do not always stock the specific strains or formulations that best 
meet individual medical needs. Home cultivation would allow patients to grow 
the exact cultivars they need, in a clean, organic, and affordable way, free from 
supply chain disruptions or corporate price inflation.

Many other states with medical cannabis programs already allow home-grow 
because it aligns with the original intent of these programs — to 
compassionately serve the unique needs of patients, not just create a 
corporate marketplace. Prohibiting home cultivation forces patients into 
financial hardship, restricts medical autonomy, and places profit over patient 
care.

I urge the CRC to formally recommend that the Legislature amend New Jersey 
law to allow home cultivation for registered medical patients. The CRC’s 
support could play a crucial role in finally securing this right for patients who 
deserve safe, affordable, and self-directed access to their medicine.

Michael Grisafi

Don't brag about how long the state has had Medical Marijuana. It's an abysmal 
program. Murphys recreational reform is laughable too. Saying he wants to 
address racial disparities. Now, still, to this day, the only people that can afford 
the medicine are the people with lots of extra green in their pockets. It's crazy 
to think that illegal growers and uneducated hustlers can produce better 
marijiana and sell it for the lower. Quality has fallen off at every dispensary 
since covid. This state sucks in so many ways. The more this state tries to 
improve, the more it fails. I can see why we are the most hated state in the 
whole United States. 

Connie Frangakis 

The prices for medical patients is just as crippling as my depression and anxiety. 
Cannabis helps to lower my anxiety but the prices for a 10 pack of gummies run 
$30. I take a larger dose and finish 1 pack within a day. I end up spending 
almost $1000 monthly just on edibles. The prices are outrageous.

Mark Eisele Where is medical home grow? It’s so overdue. 



David Bell

The program needs to allow growing at least for medical cannabis patients. 
Unfortunately, a lot of patients can not afford the amount of product they 
would benefit from. Allowing them to grow their own plant would 
tremendously help the financial burdens of many. Thank you.

Thomas Ryan

Why do we have to designate a source to purchase and regular users can go to 
any store we should be able to go to any store without having to go website 
and change source before going to - it’s a hassle- thanks and prices are higher 
now than when weed was illegal for regular users-

Lori Strojan

I will probably drop out of this con of a program. Ayr dispensary is a big ripoff. 
They say Monday is double points. I go Monday, I’m told no, double points are 
Wednesday. I go Wednesday and again I’m told NO, WRONG DAY!  I spend a lot 
of money here but no more. I’ll take my business elsewhere. I’m a medical, 
senior patient and it seems I always have to remind them about my discounts. 
Thanks but no thanks. 

Daneisha Ballard

The Medicinal Cannabis Program has made it possible for me to utilize an 
alternative method for treating mental health & migraine conditions. I am a 
person who reacts badly to many medications. Working with doctors that are 
connected to NJMCP was extremely non-judgmental and easy. Providing my 
info to NJMCP was also a seamless process. This a program that benefits many 
from different walks of life. It is rare for a program to successfully maneuver 
multiple populations.

David Bresch MD

The most important step is a means to track quantity of cannabis and cannabis 
products, use. I have started doing this in the past year and it is very difficult 
and obviously dependent on patient report.

Judith I am interested in commenting on certain topics but in writing 

David Lugo

Please consider home grow. I use it to sleep, but it's very expensive for 
someone who is broken enough to not be able to do strenuous high paying 
jobs, but not broken enough to collect disability. 

Janet Elaine Engle

The benefits from the medication is better than any pills the Doctor 
recommended.
The expense is what limits my ability to stay pain and anxiety free
Medicare could help us over 65 folks continue to try to enjoy our golden years.

Michael Venditti 
I need my medical marijuana, it helps with my body aches as I am a 68 year 
old.. Pretty much helps my general well being...

Steven Sokoloff
Products are too expensive. There needs to be some type of insurance 
coverage for prescribed products.

Paula Santumo

I have Rheumatoid Arthritis and am a medical user. I have noticed recreational 
dispensaries opening up all over the state yet no new medical ones.  There are 
none in Morris County.  Will more be opening.  Thank you

Riley Joseph Devlin
The cannabis industry in this state is laughably expensive and I can hardly ever 
afford the medicine I need

David Jourabchi

It would be very helpful, as a medical patient, if dispensaries not only listed the 
terpines for each product but also the potential medical uses for the product. 
This would save so much time looking up medical uses on other websites 
making the medical patients life a little easier. 



Jennifer Salvage

As a medical marijuana patient, it would be helpful if taxes were not applied 
universally (some dispensary's take it off) or there were another way to reduce 
the cost. Between the cost of the product and doctor copays to keep the 
medical card it really adds up. For me, the program allows me manage 
debilitating pain, to eat and keep my weight up and sleep at night.

Ronald Germano

Medical clients need grow rights like other states. Medical cannabis is too 
expensive and patients have to choose between food, rent or medicine. This is 
unacceptable. 

Chetia Heggs So far so good 

Stephen Malone
When can we expect home grow to be an option in NJ? Cannabis is not fully 
legal until all aspects of the plant are made legal.

Brittney Reilly 

There seems to be no benefit to having a medical marijuana card now that 
legalization has happened. It appears to be a loop of continuous cash grabs by 
the state to patients. Cannabis isn't cheaper for patients other than a tax break 
and preferred parking spots. The only real benefit for me is having access to 
Breakwater ATC, which is so far in distance. Curaleaf's quality is terrible. 

Jaye Morton

My anxiety is not a full time problem, it’s mostly under stress. Stress is life. If I 
get overwhelmed I take a puff. It does not pay for me to pay $200+ for a 
prescription when I’m not going to pay that much in taxes….

Darrin Director 

Hi, I really appreciate all the benefits of MMP. But both medical and 
recreational marijuana vendors are charging too much for their products. I 
typically run out and struggle near end of each month. We need to legalize 
growing up to 10 marijuana plants for each medical marijuana patient. I let my 
medical card expire and go to recreational marijuana for my medical needs 
now as I can't afford to pay the average $200 fee for doctors approval and 
because it is no longer worth it. If you approved medical patients to grow their 
own marijuana, then I would find a way to pay and get my MMP ID card 
brought up to date. Please......  Thank you. 

Jules Feiman

Measurements for 1/8 of oz or more are  off. Once is an accident, twice a 
coincidence and 3 times a pattern.  On several occasion the weight looked 
short . i weighed it on accurate scale and more often then not It was short 3.5 
was 2.7/ When I bought 7 it weighs 5.6 Over time that is a lot of money. There 
are no regs for producers  re evaporation.i looked on line Why don't companies 
gross it up to 4 so the patient (it is medicine ) get the 3.5/. . The only 
requirement on labels is no graphics to attract kids and the label must tell the 
truth. THE LABELS DON'T TELL THE TRUTH \UNLESS YOU ADD " EVAPORATION 
CANNOCCUR BUT NO GREATER THAN  X % IS permissible.
This is a young industry . There should be at least the same level honesty as it 
was in the old days when you bought and it was weighed in front of you. Or add 
weighing option at dispensory
Set regualations re minimum evaporation amount permissible and gross it up



Rachel Sprock

As a patient in New Jersey and a medical cannabis pharmacist in Pennsylvania, I 
have seen both sides of the aisle when it comes to provided information on 
medical cannabis for patients. Many patients use an online certification 
program to get their cards, including myself, and the education is not there. My 
job is to do the educating to our new patients who come into the dispensary 
and have a post graduate certificate in medical cannabis education. I think 
adding a regulation that educational consults are required on first visit and then 
on request as they are with any other prescription medication in an outpatient 
setting would allow for safer use and treatment of ailments. Although 
budtenders can be a wealth of knowledge and dispensaries tend to give a 
decent training on products especially for recreational, there is a lot of 
information that is missed that could make the medical experience more 
beneficial if there was health professionals on staff that was available for initial 
care and picks. 

Sharon O’Brien 

Please let medical patients grow their own. They usually have financial issues 
and growing their own would elevate this issue. Thank you so much for your 
consideration. Sharon O’Brien 

VAN DU HAIME I wish that all dispensaries took the medical form from my doctor.

Steve Shipman 

I am a disabled veteran. It is hard for me to travel outside of my home. I am on 
medical marijuana, but it is hard to get out and get it being that. No one else is 
allowed to pick up my medical marijuana. Something needs to be done with 
this. If anything else, can we get delivery?



Robert Capretto D.M.D.,  

Democrats feel that legalizing marijuana use in America can attract voters and 
Republicans
feel that eliminating marijuana use will reduce its use-BOTH ARE WRONG!

SAFE BANKING AND WHY
Alcohol, Civil War, Temperance Movement, Prohibition, Repeal prohibition -
Medical Marijuana
Dear Congress,

 I am sure you have heard the alcohol vs marijuana controversy, but the reality 
is, we have controlled alcohol distribution and still have alcoholics and drug 
addiction centers, while treating alcoholism in the U.S. Alcohol as a social 
libation in limits has been accepted over time, but prohibition never worked 
(stats show over 3 million deaths globally to alcohol poisoning and systemic 
organ breakdown. We believe state and federal controlled marijuana 
manufacturing and distribution could be a positive move for society -no one 
has died from a marijuana overdose(only brain cortical centers and not brain 
stem are affected). The problem is, that 70% of marijuana produced in the US, 
even in legal medical marijuana states, is illegal and sold in the black market. It 
is also dangerous since it can be laced with bad chemicals and has no potency 
limits. Also not only is illegal marijuana not taxed, much of it is being produced 
by cartels or criminals without controls. If congress accepts medical marijuana 
only, we should have as a minimum, safe banking. Eventually these present 
medical marijuana (MMJ) companies will be bought by big companies, price 
should adjust lower, and cartels and bad guys will exit the business. Please 
consider this appeal, since it makes sense to many. Please don’t kick the can 
down the road!

Below, is an undocumented (GROK) history of alcohol since the Civil War: No 
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	3.	World War I: Prohibition advocates capitalized on the wartime 
atmosphere, associating alcohol consumption with unpatriotic behavior. Grains 
used for alcohol were argued to be better allocated for food supplies.
	4.	18th Amendment (1918): Prohibition was solidified when Congress passed 
the 18th Amendment, banning the production, transport, and sale of alcohol. It 
was ratified in 1919 and enforced by the Volstead Act in 1920.
While the Civil War itself was not the sole cause of Prohibition, the era’s 
alcohol-related problems were part of a broader historical trend that 
influenced the temperance movement and the eventual push to make alcohol 
illegal..December 5,1933 REPEAL OF PROHIBITION!

Feeding Drug Cartels vs removing incentives
     
          One theory is that if you give drug cartels incentives, like open borders, 
corrupt agents, or highly profitable, their leaders will pursue manufacturing 
those drugs. If you police the illegal drug manufacturing in the United States, 
reduce incentives by commoditizing a drug sector, you have a chance to tax the 
drug, use pharmaceutical grade, but only large companies can afford to be in 
the business. These are the incentives present that if safe banking was here, 
tighter restrictions on licensing, pharmaceutical grade production, and major 
cost reduction due to aggregating present State licenses, allow up to 10 major 
producers/distributors to purchase those assets, and dramatically bring the 
price down, the end result would be a safer environment for marijuana use and 
States with Federal Government can tax the items. There should not be any 
deaths from controlled medical marijuana that is pharmaceutical grade, since 
marijuana use only touches cortical levels in the brain. This writer is not a 

john a ward

Lower Prices        If i pay a doctor $400 and go to 2 visits a year for medical 
card,. the prices should be a lot less for medical patience .  Prices are to high for 
medical marijuana please lower it.

linda viola 

I feel medical marijuana should have a price of our co-pay for insurance . some 
places medical price for even a 3.5 grams is outrageous like $50 to $60 where 
few places have for around $200 for 28 grams . if they even have it at all . 
sometimes you find deals as recreational more then patient prices !!

Douglas Mayberry I will continue to work on it
Bobby Petty Need card

James Rivera 
Medical cannabis has helped me with my pains and to sleep, which was very 
difficult for me.



Terry

To whom it may concern

Hi how are you? I hope everyone is well. Now I would just like to seriously 
thank you for accepting me on the medical marijuana program I take it very 
seriously because it does a lot for me one thing the biggest thing is it helps with 
my pain no it don't take it all away of course but it's one of the only other 
things besides my pain medicine that helps and you don't know how much I 
value that because I'm in chronic pain all the time so for relief you wouldn't 
believe what you'd give. Now I might smoke and it distracts me from the pain I 
don't know I really don't care how it's doing it but it's helping and that's all that 
matters so from the bottom of my heart I thank you cuz you probably saved my 
life because I don't know how many years I could have just went on and went 
on and went on in that much pain because it's getting worse like I just woke up 
the other day when it was 22° outside I was in so much pain because the 
weather affects my leg I couldn't believe it I couldn't get out of bed all day I 
watch TV all day didn't even do anything extra just your basics. But I just 
wanted to let you know it helps me with my eating issue because for some 
reason I just don't get hungry but if I smoke I can eat the other thing it helps 
with is my anxiety I have horrible anxiety that's what it probably does the most 
for because without that I almost don't want to go places like without my 
medicine I am so much more anxious and uncomfortable like I went to the flea 
market this summer and I was okay around all them people that used to really 
get to me that bad yeah I felt it just cuz it was a lot of people but compared to 
what I was feeling every time I went there being around that many people at 
once but anyway it helps with a lot it helps with my mood it helps with me 
always sweating me sleeping and falling asleep staying asleep I have big issues 
with that and the medical marijuana kind of seems to Aid in all these things like 

scott sorrentino

I have chronic lower back pain from an injury sustained in a car accident. 
Medicinals help me to sleep without pain. I would like to know why Medicinal 
Marijuana patients pay taxes on purchases in NJ - I have been charged tax at all 
my transactions. We go to CVS for medicine and pay no taxes. For instance, 
Jersey Roots dispensary in West Milford, NJ charged me 6.625% + 3% tax: Total 
9.625% - That's the 10% discount I should receive for using the MMP card. So 
there is actually no discount when you include taxes. I also notice a lot of 
dispensaries are supposed to scan your license - I have an MMP card and yet 
they do not scan my MMP card because they say they are not equipped to scan 
an MMP card. So they end up not scanning anything. I don't feel patients with 
chronic pain should pay tax on medicinals. I see an orthopedist doctor regularly 
about this condition and have to pay them an annual fee of $150. We should 
pay less for being on MMP not more or the same as everyone else. I wouldn't 
need to use this stuff if I didn't have a condition and since it is used only at 
night I do not consume much. Please take this into consideration and thank you 
for this program - it has saved me from many sleepless and painful nights.



Ronda Hyams

I have MS and am constantly in pain. I have never tried marijuana in the past, 
but when I wound up in the hospital with three ulcers and a hiatal hernia  from 
taking too many painkillers, it was time to try something else. Cannabis has 
been both a miracle and a lifesaver. It helps with my pain immensely and 
actually helps with my walking ability because it stops my muscle spasms. 

Christine Reardon 

The New Jersey medical marijuana program is good. But now that recreational 
has been approved the medicinal marijuana prices did not go down which was 
expected. I like the MMP and will renew my card but feel like it's not affordable 
to pay for medical marijuana, to pay for the card and to pay for a prescription.  

X.D
Vapes should be sold to all medical patients regardless of age. They are 
convinient and medically helpful in harsh moments.

YOU MUST STOP LICENSI                          

YOU MUST STOP LICENSING PATIENTS LIKE DOGS!

THE STATE DOES NOT PAY FOR THE PRESCIPTION!

THEREFORE THE STATE HAS NO BUSINESS

REGISTERING PATIENTS!!!

Diane Moens I have 4 years sober from alcohol and my life back because of the NJMMP. 
Chris Cababe How can I get resigned up?

Eileen D. Buckley

As a medical marijuana card holder, I would like to know why insurance 
companies will not cover this medication.
The money I must spend each year in order to keep my card and prescription 
really has no benefit now that marijuana is legal in N.J.

Cheryl Baals

I was able to cancel my Percoset prescription when I became eligible; initially, I 
didn’t qualify because I had finished chemo, as if the body is somehow 
healthier than prior to chemo.
The problem was that Gov C openly believed marijuana was a gateway drug so 
the eligibility list was short & stringent. A far more enlightened Gov M 
expanded the list so I can safely & sanely manage chemo induced peripheral 
neuropathy, arthritis & the effects of aging.

Kathleen Wojdyla 

It would be nice for more variety, reduced pricing for medical patients and the 
ability for home grow. Of course not talking about a large field or a farm just a 
small amount maybe two or four plants per person just to help. Offset some of 
the costs.

Jessica Manuel 
Marijuana has saved my life. It is extremely misunderstood and miss used. 
Please watch 'The Marijuana Conspiracy'. 

Linda Hawanczak
Why not have dedicated Medicinal Cannabis dispensaries instead of mixing in 
Recreational? 



Barbara Karolski

Now that the NJ Cannabis industry is successful and stable, there is no reason 
to deny Medical Marijuana patients the ability to grow their own product in 
limited quantities for their own use.  In the past 5 years, I have tried 115 
different strains to find only 2 that meet my criteria.  1.  Good pain relief. 2. 
Helps me sleep. 3. No side effects.  I don’t want to get high, or hungry, or dry 
mouth.  I don’t want GMO’s, or cannabis that tastes like bus fuel.  As an organic 
home vegetable gardener I believe I can grow organic cannabis for my own use 
to meet those requirements for my chronic pain condition. It can be grown 
inside if growing outside causes concern. Thank you for your consideration.

Joe Edwards

With respect to the governor and elected officials, it is time to put patients first 
in NJ and allow hole grow for medicinal use. The state government restricting 
patients from growing their own medicine is further setting the deck against 
patients with high costs at dispensaries. Oz of cannabis here is never 250/350$ 
in states like Michigan and CA with home grown for at least medical pts costs 
are much lower. We need to support the legalization of homegrow for patients 
to reduce costs and enable people to grow and make the medicine that they 
benefit from. 

JOHN Jutkiewicz

Medical Marijuana is too expensive.  It's $150.00 to get the card.  Then another 
$150.00 for the doctor's prescription.  That's $300.00 before you even get the 
need marijuana.  How is one supposed to afford that every year.  So now they 
just go to the dispensary and buy the regular marijuana.  There is no 
compassion or empathy for pain sufferers in this state.  Shame on you! You are 
supposed to help the citizens not prevent them from getting the relief they 
need.

Emily Balog

The program has significantly helped me to deal with PTSD, anxiety, 
depression, and chronic pain/fibromyalgia. I can sleep at night because this 
program exists and having a medical card allows me to feel confident/worry 
free. I do wish the strains were a bit stronger and sometimes the information is 
overwhelming. I'd love to be able to list my symptoms and find the best strains. 
Thanks for bringing this program to NJ, as a veteran I am very grateful to live 
here.



Jonathan Latshaw

I recently became a medicinal patient in NJ and have enjoyed the medical 
card's benefits. However, I am concerned about the price increases I have seen 
over the past several months and want to know what the regulatory 
commission is doing to bring prices down. As I'm sure you're aware, the price of 
everything has skyrocketed in the past several years, and it appears marijuana 
is not immune to that. NJ already has some of the highest, if not the highest, 
prices for medical or recreational marijuana in the entire country, and 
affordability should be a top concern for the commission. 

I would also like to see home grow added as an option, at least to medicinal 
patients for now. The ability to grow at home would go a long way to easing 
price increases on medical consumers. Smaller operators should also be given 
equal access to the NJ cannabis market, as the state has favored large 
corporate interests and growers (e.g., Curaleaf) at the expense of smaller 
operators. Having more competition would also help lower prices for everyone. 

Lastly, I think the commission should re-examine allowing municipalities to ban 
dispensaries within their borders if they choose to. This practice stifles 
competition and limits access to consumers. Liquor stores and bars litter nearly 
every street corner and intersection in this state, yet there is pushback from 
the public and local governments when more than 1 or 2 dispensaries open up 
in an area. This should end sooner rather than later. Dispensaries should be 
given the same access to the public that places like bars or liquor stores seem 
to get. 

Kai Tu
It would be beneficial to create an option for homegrown that would allow 
modest quantities. 

Elisabeth Schwartz

In addition to my earlier comment, I just want to let you know that whenever 
I’ve had a question and called the commission, I have had very pleasant 
experiences and great customer service. 

Laurence S Rubin

At the RISE medical dispensary in Paramus, they are very helpful.

However, I would like to purchase ONE Bags of Sativa.  

Pure Sativa - I don't care what flavor; it's for medical use.

Why get Eight jars with fancy colors and labeling.

Thank you very much for what you do.  The program has helped me for years.

Robert Grippo Sr
eliminate the fee of 100$ we can get it without the card if we choose.  makes 
no sense to pay when we can get it no fee. 



Michael Jessie

Please eliminate the requirement that patients have an established relationship 
of at least 4 visits before the physician can prescribe cannabis. I can go to any 
medical clinic, see a doctor for the first time and they’re able to prescribe 
medication immediately. The medical marijuana program should be no 
different.

Patricia Iamele

Many recreational dispensaries opened in north jersey. No new medical 
dispensaries. There's only two medical dispensaries one in PassIc county and 
one in Essex county. And their both Rise dispensaries. Only Rise offers medical 
cannabis sales. ⁰  As a medical cannabis patient  please provide medical 
cannabis dispensaries not only recreational. This is critical! 

Gesine Ehlers

I had been given a card by my doctor which had expired at the end of February. 
I would like to get another
card. I need the low dose of medicinal cannabis mostly to help me sleep and 
also helping me with ongoing pain 
after several bone operations. 

corinda m carfora
I appreciate the idea that I can find relief through more natural remedies rather 
than pharmaceuticals. 

Rebecca Schneider

Thank you for taking the time to read this message. I have been a medical 
marijuana patient in New Jersey for over 5 years.

Most products in the state are designated as adult use products, meaning a 
medical patient has to pay tax on their medicine. Regardless if it is labeled as 
adult use, medical patients should have access to any and all cannabis products 
in the state without having to pay tax on their medicine. I think there should be 
a change made where if you present a medical card at any NJ dispensary that 
all taxes are removed from your order. 

If the legislature deemed medical patients should not be taxed on their 
medicine, then why are we paying a 2% municipal tax at medical dispensaries?

Another item I would like to address is edibles. 100 mg of thc/10 mg per piece 
maximum is simply not enough for many medical patients in the state. Many 
medical patients need well over 100 mg, sometimes double that or more for 
positive effects and having to eat 20 gummies is not the answer. Medical 
patients should have access to higher dosed, and larger quantity edibles.

Home Grow should be legal for patients. Growing a single cannabis plant in NJ 
can land a medical marijuana patient in prison. This is absurd. An overwhelming 
majority of states with medical programs allow their patients to grow a number 
of plants. Even decriminalizing it would go a long way, yet NJ just keeps up the 
status quo that it is a felony and that is insane in a state where the plant is legal.

I also would like to express my concern with Senator Scutari's recent bill he 
introduced, Senate Bill 4154. Trying to re-criminalize cannabis in any respect is 
moving in the wrong direction. His bill will simply make minorities get targeted 
again at an overwhelming majority as they were in the past, and will absolutely 

Rosalia Danniballe Marijuana is helping 



Donna Saxton

As a medical cannabis user I find it very difficult to jump through so many 
hoops from having to get a medical card that constantly requires me to change 
my password that must be done in a set time frame, to having to go to the 
doctors to prove my medical conditions have not changed.  The most upsetting 
is NJ having the highest prices for cannabis, but when I get home and weigh the 
products they are always short in weight, and with the product now off the 
premises and opened it’s not like I can return it. The other issue is I find a 
product that works and then the distributors later discontinued it because they 
are looking to maximize profits on other products. It is also unfair that I cannot 
use my purchases for medical deductions on my taxes, it is NO different than 
other patients who can use medications for tax purposes, but not medical 
cannabis users, we are penalized.  

Constance Rutledge

although recreational Cannabis is available, I much prefer the medical facility 
Breakwater in Cranbury.
It would be wonderful if a Medical Only Cannabis store opened closer to Toms 
River as it is a 50 min ride. I'm shocked at all the recreational stores, but only 
one dedicated to medical where I believe the strains are much better fit & the 
knowledge of the staff is much better.

Dennis Dai

As a senior I find it hard to afford my Cannabis which I use for a number of 
ailments from Chronic Back pain and arthritis, to Peripheral neuropathy, 
depression, anxiety and it helped me quit drinking (alcoholic). Insurance won't 
cover so our only option to afford it would be to grow. Please let us grow our 
meds so we don't have to go without. 

Laura Miller
I am using cannabis due to spinal stenosis and walking challenges I experience 
pain everyday of my life

Amanda Cortes

I am a licensed Pharmacist/PharmD in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. I am 
currently employed by Zen Leaf in Abington PA as a medical professional for 
the dispensary. My job is to review patient certifications and provide 
consultations to new and existing patients. I have experience providing 
cannabis product recommendations and medical advice. I have also been a 
medical cannabis patient for a while, holding my patient card in the state of NJ. 
I would love to be a part of the NJ medical program in any way. Although the 
state has legalized and gone recreational, I believe pharmacists can play a huge 
role guiding medical patients in their therapies with medical cannabis. Whether 
it’s working alongside certifying physicians to consult or to become a certifying 
provider, or to work in dispensaries to better assist our communities with 
medical advice, I believe someone like myself would be an asset and can make 
a difference. Thank you!

Jeffrey Croft

The medical marijuana program is extremely flawed.  Unlike Pennsylvania there 
is no way to get a customized product. In PA you can meet with a pharmacist to 
get a custom tincture to help with specific issues.

Gary Farms

I was one of the first people in NJ to receive a medical cannabis card. I've kept 
my card active ever since. Cannabis has helped me immensely both physically 
and mentally. It allowed me to eliminate most stress, lose 100 pounds and feel 
happy and youthful again.



Michael Tango

I have diabetic neuropathy, spinal stenosis and stomach cancer. Thank God for 
cannabis but the prices are high as it is but you let municipalities charge us a 
tax. Every little bit hurts. Stop charging medical any kind of tax, please. Maybe 
even better discounts for medical patients.

Nawaz Tareen

Please for the love of all the pain I feel and for any Diety you believe in please 
allow us to grow just one darn plant at home. Some of us cannot afford the 
high price of this medicine and when we can it is several months old and the 
state also has the most allowable PPM of mold allowable in our flower. I beg 
you please help patients by allowing some kind of homegrow law however 
limited. 

Gregory Trimboli

Medical Cannabis Card renewal should not require complete documentation as 
if it is the first registration.  A driver's license and new Photo (for the new ID) 
should be sufficient for renewals. 

Heather Brambilla

I have been using medicinal cannabis at night for about 2 years and it has 
improved my pain levels and my ability to sleep longer and more soundly. I 
have chronic back issues that made it difficult to sleep and I did not want to 
take narcotic or addictive pain or sleep medications. Medicinal cannabis 
provides just enough relief to allow me to relax, get to sleep and stay asleep. I 
am even learning how to make medicinal salves for topical use for during the 
day when I want to remain alert. I would appreciate the commission looking 
into limited home growing for personal use so that it is not so expensive to 
make the salves. 

Teona Shaw

Being that it’s not access affordable for all who have medical conditions and 
needs like myself have to make sure I don’t go through a lot more than those 
who have access financially 

John A Giacinto Should be stores that are medical cannabis patients only

James Mazzeo

74 years old with Crohn’s disease and I am very grateful for medical marijuana. 
My request is that people in our state should be allowed to grow a couple of 
marijuana plants for our own use. Thank you

ROBERT W. DIBLING

	My experiences have been consistently good. The way the dispensaries are 
run is professional. The staff are excellent. I have been to three or four 
different places, and it was always a good experience. 
	New Jersey is doing this very well.  

Patricia Pelletier I’m a senior using medical marijuana for sleep and relaxation. 

James F. MacNair

The extra time and extra expense of getting ID cards plus the extra time and 
extra significant expense of getting the physician to order the necessary 
prescription make participation in the medical marijuana program actually 
disadvantageous to persons using cannabis for medical reasons when the same 
products can be purchased through adult use.  We have stopped participating 
in the program as long as these conditions continue.



Amy Lesniak

As a 50-year-old woman living with Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome, I have found that 
using cannabis to ease muscle spasms and decrease my pain level has been 
invaluable.  It has offered me a form of relief that prescription medications 
could not, with the added benefit of helping me to manage the symptoms of 
anxiety and depression that are inevitable when living with chronic pain.  
However, the cost of purchasing cannabis for daily use remains high--high 
enough that I have to ration my use.  I also find it frustrating that I am limited 
to using one dispensary .  Different dispensaries have different offerings, and I 
would appreciate being able to use my card wherever I am in the state rather 
than at the one location where I've most consistently found the products I 
prefer.

mark cannavo Please stop increasing the TAXES on medical sales, extremely not fair!!

William N. Sosis, Esq.

Letter to NJ Cannabis Regulatory Commission
To: New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission (crc.compliance@crc.nj.gov)
Subject: Comments on New Jersey's Medical Cannabis Program
From: William N. Sosis, 15 Brantwood Terrace, Mansfield Township, NJ 07840 
(William.N.Sosis@gmail.com)
Date: March 9, 2025

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to express my concerns about the evolution and current state of 
New Jersey’s medical cannabis program. As a medical cannabis patient and 
advocate for compassionate, safe access to medicine, I believe the program has 
strayed from its original intent and is failing to meet the needs of patients.

When the Compassionate Use Medical Marijuana Act was introduced in 2010, 
it was promoted as a compassionate measure to help residents with serious 
illnesses. Patients were promised safe, regulated access to cannabis, free from 
the risks of the black market. The program was marketed as a safer alternative, 
with rigorous standards for testing, consistency, and product quality.

Regulated medical cannabis was intended to provide dependable treatment 
options through consistent formulations and product availability. Patients were 
assured that regulation would bring stability and safety. But in practice, that 
promise is not being fulfilled.

One critical shortcoming is the absence of a requirement for repositories to 
maintain consistent stock of specific cannabis brands and formulations that 
have proven effective for patients. This inconsistency undermines the entire 
medical purpose of the program. Patients, especially those with chronic or 

Omar Mohamed

Please change the monthly limits for patients. The rec market products do not 
suffice for medical patients who only shop at Breakwater for their medicine 
and are restricted to 3 ounces a month. This has been a strain for years and it’s 
frustrating to have to resort to subpar expensive rec products to bridge the gap



TERESA BOYD

I believe the NJ-CRC should be afforded the same opportunity as traditional 
medication.  Not one bit of the program, medication and/or dr. visits are 
covered by insurance, and this is an extremely hard financial burden. 

Brian Bomenka 
Prices are way too high for patients, med prices should be half of recreational 
prices to really give people a reason to get their card

Jason Sporer

              
information to enhance the Medicinal Cannabis Program.  I would like to see 
the following positive changes below:

1) Opening of consumption lounges
2) Home grow for medicinal patients
3) Purchasing limit of six ounces every 30 days (Our state possession law is six 
ounces)
4) Random state lab testing to compare results to private testing facilities to 
keep everything transparent, and reduce data manipulation
5) No 2% municipal tax at all (Most townships still collect tax on medical 
cannabis transactions)
6) Discounts through health benefits to lower costs of medications (Bennabis 
Health exists but I would like to see more options)
7) The end of cannabis prohibition and the stigma which remains

Feel free to reach out if more information is needed.

Have a pleasant day.

 
Jason Sporer

  

Linda Romanowski New Jersey should implement home grow.
Ramesh Shetty It will help eliminate fantanyl 

SHERRY FERRICK

AS SENIORS WITH HEALTH CONDITIONS ON FIXED INCOMES, WE WOULD LOVE 
TO SEE CITIZENS ABLE TO GROW CANNIBUS ON THEIR OWN PREMISES. MAYBE 
3-5 PLANTS. THE HIGH TAXATION OF CANNIBUS MAKES IT REALLY EXPENSIVE 
TO PURCHASE AT THE DISPENSARIES, EVEN WITH A MEDICAL LICENSE. AN 
OUNCE IS AROUND $400!!! WE HAVE FOUND CANNIBUS TO BE REALLY 
HELPFUL FOR MANY AILMENTS AS WELL AS THE SIDE AFFECTS OF ILLNESSES 
AND PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS. MANY FOLKSK, ESP SENIORS, ARE TAKING 
AN ABUNDENCE OF PRESCIPTION PILLS, AND WE HAVE FOUND THAT USING 
CANNIBUS HAS ALLOWED US TO CUT DOWN ON MANY PRESCRIPTIONS, AND 
THERE ARE VERY FEW SIDE AFFECTS FROM CANNIBUS.



Cephas kenyenso No 

Scott Morgan

I’m a medical patient since the beginning however at this point, I get no benefit 
as my doctor charges me $125 just to give me 3 months. With all the 
recreational market open. I see no point in keeping card. Plz advis

Teresa DeLorenzo

I have arthritis and have trouble sleeping so I use cannabis for pain and 
inflammation as well as a sleep aid. I would like to see better information on 
packaging. For example, I need it clearly marked if it is Indica for sleep. Also the 
content of gummies for example 1:1 for the arthritis because I need equal parts 
THC for the pain and CBD for inflammation.  Sometimes I can’t find the 
information on the packaging. 

Melissa Massaro
Is there a possibility eligible conditions will include autoimmune diseases in the 
future?

Alexandra Yalakidis 

When will the Medical Cannabis Program allow NJ residents to grow their own 
plants in order to offer an affordable alternative to paying for medical cannabis 
at a dispensary which has become unaffordable for many including myself? 
Thank you

Jill Bauscher-Neall
Patients should be  allowed to grow their own cannabis, which will save them 
money because the prices are outrageous. It’s unfair 

Melanie Rice

I fully support the Medicinal Cannabis Program!  I am a post menopausal 
woman and taking gummies to assist with getting a good night's sleep as well 
as pain relief for arthritis and lower back issues has been life changing.  Many 
seniors are now benefitting from the use of cannabis for a range of aging 
issues, including Alzheimer's, anxiety and Osteoarthritis pain.

Ray Gridley

I continue to object strongly to the law against growing cannabis. How does it 
make any sense to go to jail for growing an ounce of cannabis when buying 
same amount is perfectly legal. If the issue is revenue to the State, then issue a 
license to do it. 

Samantha York 

For people/patients who require psychiatric Rx (chronic mental 
illness/disorder, etc.), it is unsafe to combine with marijuana, in any form. Also, 
please keep in mind, as a safety/health/quality of life concern/issue, smoking is 
smoking. And all forms of smoking pollute the air/environment, lungs/health 
etc., second hand smoke impacts/effects, just all the same. People should have 
the right/peace/experience to enjoy public parks/places/even places of 
residence-apartments etc. without smoke /smell of any kind in the 
air/environment doing damage. People should also have the right to choose 
whether or not they want to use marijuana medically etc. for their 
treatment/healthcare etc.

celia milton why aren't you running town meetings on Trump and Musk's actions?



Barbara S[oma

My one and only comment is that marijuana should be outlawed, not legal in 
NJ.  The State is making money off having it legalized and the rest of us have to 
suffer with users smoking while driving with their windows down.  You can walk 
in any mall and smell it from people who smoked the putrid stuff before 
entering.  My sense is it is causing the fast and furious, dangerous, driving on NJ 
roads today. Plus, people are fooling the authorities that they need it for 
medicinal reasons.!! I will only vote for a Govenor in the next election who will 
make it ILLEGLE!!!  My other pet peeve is the layers put on black windows that 
are being used illegally. It is one thing to have a legitime skin condition, 
however it does need all windows covered and with so many illegal plys to the 
tint, there is a law that covers how many plys are legal.  The authorities must 
be having lots of trouble approaching a car not knowing what they will 
encounter!!  Serious trouble for them!!

Linda Tighe 

I'm  a Veteran. Being such, Why aren't  Veterans  able to be Prescribed  Medical 
Marijuana?
  I'M IN CONSTANT PAIN
  IM GIVEN bloodwork and Urine Tests to verify  No Marijuana  is Present in my 
body. Not given a possibility  that it may be able to help.
Why aren't Veterans able to be helped by being given a Chance for this to help 
and get some relief? Without worring We will be Kicked out of VA Medical 
Program.

Geraldine murg

I am a caregiver for my husband who had strokes in 2015 develop epilepsy 
from the strokes and now has dementia I thank God for the medicinal 
marijuana. It has calmed my husband to where he doesn’t wander As bad as he 
used to. It calms his anxiety, which helps me a lot also he used to get very 
anxious and upset but that has slowed down significantly, since he has been on 
the medical marijuana. Thank you

Mr. Jan Baczewski

Being on a fixed income, medicinal marijuana as it is still very expensive but is 
needed for my illness.  It helps with nausea, pain and muscle spasms.  I was 
able to replace four prescription drugs but is still not affordable.  Will we be 
able to cultivate our own plants anytime soon without prosecution?

Athalisa Rosario Can I get my medical card 

Carmella Chillemi 
Please continue to update me on any new responsibilities for card holders
Or any challenges the program becomes aware of where my voice could matter

Jeffrey thompsen j

Why can’t medical patients grow their own cannabis at home like New York. 
Big cannabis is not the best, they even have lobbyists enlisted to prevent home 
grow, this is concerning.

Tina Nalls It help me with my arthritis and the pain
Barbara Kuppersmith NA

Erika Johnson How can we stop medicinal cannabis from getting into the hands of teenager? 

Francis Botelho
It’s there going to be a discussion on making it easier to get medical Cannabis 
or home delivery for medical cannabis?



Jo A Nider 

I think it would be easier of we could go to any Medical dispensary.  We have a 
Medical card and the Medical dispensarird should have access to our records of 
valid prescription. 
Picking one place now that there are so many to try different products  would 
be helpful.  

Michael Faone 

I don’t see no reason why you’re not allowed to grow a couple plants instead of 
paying them extremely high prices for everything that you gotta go get when 
you could grow it yourself

Janet Lacey
Need more dispensaries 
Stop making it so hard

Annette Sacks
Very satisfied with the program. It has helped me immensely in reducing 
suffering and improving the quality of my life. 

Elliot Nesser

I’m a severely disabled veteran rated 100% by the VA. The only thing that helps 
my pain. I don’t want to take big amounts of pain medicine and cannabis 
actually works better. 3 ounces limit goes very quickly. The amount of medical 
cannabis should be raised. Just my humble opinion. 

Angela Griffith

Please stop making this legal. Where I live smells like pot.. I cant stand the 
smell.. Citizen's should not have to smell this.. its awful, not to mention bad for 
people's health !!

Rafal Puc
Ooooo please...I see the State of New Jersey got too much money....now 
spending on marijuana... what's next? Heroin programs?

Michael Emanuele

I have a bad back and have had both rotator cuff surgery as well as a knee 
replacement.  I use both a balm and a cream with THC and it helps me 
considerably.  I use about 4 of each (balm and cream) a year.  It costs about $90 
bucks a year to get Medicinal Marijuana certificate.  It is not cost effective for 
me to get a certificate.  In my judgement a THC balm or cream has no other 
purpose but for medicinal purposes and as such should be afforded the 
benefits of being considered medicinal regardless if the purchase has a medical 
marijuana card or not. I’m not sure if  I articulated my point clearly or not, but 
hope I have. Thanks for listening.   

Jennifer Rubino

I think it’s absurd that medical patients are being charged tax on medicine and 
that they aren’t able to claim medical marijuana as a medical expense on their 
state taxes because it’s illegal at the federal level. These are two things that I 
feel need to change to improve the program. There should also be certain 
strains or products that are consistently available for medical marijuana 
patients since it can be frustrating to find something that works only to have it 
be unavailable in a few weeks or months. It seems that recreational marijuana 
sales have started to dominate the dispensaries and take priority over medical 
patients when in the beginning it was the opposite. It makes medical patients 
seem like they were just being used as a front to get the dispensaries up and 
running for recreational use and now they are being left in the dust as 
recreational sales have become the priority due to greed. This program was 
meant to help people and those people should remain the priority for 
dispensaries, not recreational users. 

Jennifer Snyder

People using medical marijuana should have to do so indoors. Smoking has 
been banned in public places and social this it affects people and the 
community around them.



John sanchez Asap

Anthony J Guggino

I buy only one type of cannabis for my back pain. I use a indica live rosin vape 
It’s the safest kind because it uses no solvents .But I have trouble getting it 
even when I order online. It is either unavailable or they run out before I get 
there to pick it up. Why can’t they hold it for the medical patients ? If they truly 
are concerned And feel that the medical uses are legitimate. 

Margaret. Latona

I wish this was never approved. It's upsetting to go to any store and have 
people wreaking of weed. The odor disagrees with me and I can't go anywhere 
without someone smoking cannabis.

Deborah Good

As a senior, in the last two years, I have had a hip replacement and a knee 
replacement. I had a lot of pain and insomnia with the knee replacement. My 
doctors were prescribing various painkillers and nerve medications that didn’t 
really help. I asked my physical therapist about cannabis Gummies and he said 
a lot of people had great success with them. I went to a dispensary and tried 
their gummies. For the first time I was able to sleep soundly without pain. Even 
though my pain has subsided, I continue to take them at night to give me a 
good night’s sleep. I cut the Gummies in half since I find that works for me. A 
month’s worth of Gummies costs me around $20. Very affordable and no side 
effects compared to the medication that I had been prescribed. It also doesn’t 
interfere with my other medications as well. I am very happy to be able to use 
them in New Jersey legally!! 

Sandra Jackson I would like to know where I can find a Medical Marijuana Doctor 

Kevin Anton

As a medicinal cannabis user for 5 years for anxiety, I can say that the NJMMP 
has been incredibly helpful and enjoyable the entire time. I can only hope when 
medical marijuana will be covered by medicaid because it truly has tremendous 
benefits to those plagued with physical anxiety symptoms such as me.

Gale Muhammad Learning more about medical cannabis 

Venus pearl alers
Have a dream of branching out in many communities to bring back more earth 
and start healing and helping each other one way or another

Nimesh Kumar Patel Business services 
Yolanda  Glen will to learn 

Regina Cintron

The legalization of medical and recreational marijuana has led to many 
problems. Individuals are now showing up to work high driving under the 
influence of this drug and smoking a publicly stating that they have a right 
because of a medical marijuana card  I personally do not want to smell this at 
my home because my neighbors are smoking or out in public. It is unregulated 
since it’s been passed.  Please put some ground rules around that use and 
enforce them

Barbara Nehmad

I dont think medicinal marijuana should be available in any smokeable form. 
The rest of us are getting sick, very sick, from other people's smoking -- no 
matter what the reason. I'm sorry they are in pain, but that doesnt mean they 
get to cause ME pain, and put my health at risk. Marijuana should only be 
legalized in non-smokable form!!!

Philip Steinfeld i take cannabis for medicinal reasons and would like to provide input



Laura P Fasulka

The training and knowledge of staff in dispensaries is very good. Most staff 
members can be very helpful in the selection of products to aid in medical 
issues.

Jamie Kiernan

As a nurse I have seen patients with severe pain, at the end of their incredible 
hard battle with cancer, that have died before they are approved or their 
medical marijuana cards.  They do the right thing and go through the proper 
channels but the system is failing them.  Especially with the fentanyl epidemic 
with street drugs we need our medical marijuana to be more accessible so 
patients can receive safe treatment for their pain. 

john prices for medical marijuana to high and doctor visits 

Alexander Pipitone

I support and believe that patients should have the option to grow cannabis at 
home. Though they should not be able to sell what they grow, at least they can 
continue to grow their own medicine when supplies are low or in the event of 
supply chain issues. 

Florence Bass

I have been a patient since, 2018, it has helped so much with my pains.  
However, through the years different growers change chemical compounds of 
the ones that work, medicinally.  Therefore, I have to purchase different blends 
to get relief.  They stopped growing the medical stuff once recreational started, 
and honestly, they shouldn’t have access to medicinal marijuana.  And once it 
was fully rolled out, products that worked for pain relief were discontinued or 
mother plant died, their excuses. You should reevaluate how growers should 
grow better medicinal marijuana.  The State had no reason to force growers to 
keep THC within a certain level.  I want to stay off of Opioids, so I want MMP to 
continue in New Jersey, and I want you, MMP, to address the medical needs 
over the recreational needs.  This is a business, please adjust levels so people 
can get off the painkillers and opioids 🙏🙏

Dawn Walsh

Enough is Enough! I am so tired of smelling pot no matter where it go...parking 
lots, cars driving in front of me, venues, the grocery store, my backyard.  You 
have made it absolutely unbearable for people like me who don't smoke, don't 
want to smoke and don't want to smell it.  One of the many reasons that 
sooner rather than later, I am out of this state.  Very disappointing!

Charles Walker
Does cannabis affect the efficiency of anti rejection medications for a person 
who just had a liver transplant?

Dana Keefer

My son is blind, autistic, CP and developmental delayed. He is 29 and requires 
24/7 care. We have been using cannabis in addition to rispiradone to help with 
insomnia and anxiety for about a year with tremendous results . We didn’t 
want to put him on another drug for the insomnia and cannabis has been a 
great solution that we can use as needed when he has anxiety episodes. It has 
helped him be calmer and more engaged which makes caring for him easier. I 
know the scientific evidence is not robust on cannabis use, however our 
experience has been very positive and grateful that we have access to it in NJ. 

Sylvia Molbury

Please vote NO to Medicinal Cannabis in the town of Sparta. Those that need it 
can go to nearby towns. Let's continue to keep our positive reputation of being 
one of the safest towns to live in intact. Thank you.



Patricia
I'd like more info on the use of tinctures. Do they relieve pain & in what 
amounts? Are there aftereffects? Does the user's age matter re: dosage?

Gladys madden 

I have seizures  n the cannabis  helps in many  ways. Your not going  out n 
robbing people. Or killing for it it mellows me out.makes me happy.n I'm happy  
they have places like you..n it's legal 

Stephanie Paglione Interesting in learning more about the medical stuff and remedies 

Lisa Cardon

I have been a patient of the medicinal cannabis medicinal marijuana program in 
the past and have found it to be very beneficial. I feel access to this treatment 
should be made available statewide with easy access and no stigma or 
embarrassment.  The state should encourage availability so people can obtain 
medical cannabis more easily. My feeling is that the differentiation between 
recreational vs. medicinal cannabis should be minimized and just allow people 
to purchase this easily and completely eliminate the process of having to get 
certified to obtain medicinal cannabis. Since recreational cannabis is available 
the only real benefit for separating the purchasers is possibly convenience of 
separate purchasing times.  I agree that could be beneficial but overall I think 
with more facilities opening hopefully every county will have medical cannabis 
available. I have used medicinal cannabis for migraines and find it very helpful. I 
was very happy that Governor Murphy added that as one of the first qualifying 
conditions. It also helped with anxiety and insomnia. Education is key to 
obtaining the best strains for different conditions. I was happy to be able to 
purchase it but at first the only clinics were very far from me. Fortunately one 
has now opened near where I live. I feel marijuana should be completely legal 
and reverse prosecutions for those who were charged in the past for 
possession . Also police should be released from searching for or evaluating 
anyone for marijuana use or possession. It is consuming officers time 
unnecessarily. There are far more important things that are a priority. I feel 
access to minors should be allowed for those children with conditions could 
benefit from it's use. I feel a doctor should not be inhibited from prescribing it 
for children for serious conditions be it cancer, epilepsy, migraines, etc.  
Medicinal cannabis is a very helpful and warranted medical treatment and 
there should be absolutely no restrictions on it's use by anyone. I understand it 
could be best for doctors to prescribe it for children after evaluating but I feel 
parents should be allowed to decide if they want to pursue it's use as a 
treatment and have avenues to be allowed to purchase it for certain qualified 

Jeffrey Kaplowitz

As someone who has had medical license for years, I believe it is wrong to ask 
us to call a doctor every year to pay $200 to get our prescription renewed. 
Cannabis is expensive in NJ as it is and far more expensive than other states or 
the illegal market. Plus because the retail market in NJ is now active there more 
concentration on that market and less choice for Cannabis for relieving pain. 
Anyone who has a condition needing Cannabis to relieve pain should not have 
to deal with this expensive requirement. I rather spend my money with my 
doctors than call a cannabis doctor who just makes $200 and nothing else for 
you. Please amend the law to do away with this requirement to see a doctor 
each year to renew you prescription. 



Chris Roebuck

Medical cannabis has offered me a pathway to relief from the symptoms of 
anxiety and depression that is unique from traditional medical treatments. 
While I greatly appreciate these benefits and their positive impact on my 
quality of life, their cost is unacceptable (especially considering the tens of 
thousands of dollars I already contribute to my healthcare cost). There is no 
reason why medical cannabis should not be subsidized in the same manner as 
any other doctor-prescribed medication.

Christopher Torsiello
I live in West Orange and we still don't have access to medical cannabis.    What 
can a patient do to advocate for this resource in my municipality?

Michael Bennett

I would like to see more options for edibles and beverages. Prefer not to smoke 
and the typical 10mg dose isn't all that effective for me. I'm on a fixed income 
and edibles in the dose I need can be unaffordable.

John Altamore 

Why can't we have a cannabis grow permission at least for medical. I believe 
we are one of two states who have legalized cannabis and still prohibit 
growing. It would be welcomed relief to grow instead of buying my medicine.

Judith Ellen Shapiro

My concern is that there are times I cannot physically get to a dispensary due 
to my illness.  There are not any dispensaries in my area who will deliver.   
Maybe someday there will be but right now it causes me much anxiety & stress.

Chris Womble

I would like to express my concern about any carcinogenic or harmful 
chemicals contained in the products. I am confident that Americans would also 
be interested in this information. I sincerely appreciate your assistance.



Salvatore Ferrara

To whom it concern.

I am a retiree with several medical conditions. I have been using Cannabis since 
it has been legalized. It has helped me deal with chronic back and neck pain, 
fibromyalgia, and tinnitus to mention a few.  Cannabis has replaced so many 
marketed drugs that have so many negative side effects and addictive 
liabilities. I use it responsibly at night when I tend to feel the struggles of the 
day by micro dosing, using less than .1 gram cannabis a day. I cannot consume 
alcohol  because it interacts with my medication. Before Cannabis, I was 
prescribed narcotics to manage my pain. I was never a fan of them and only 
used them when absolute necessary. I wish I didn’t need to use Cannabis, but it 
has helped me to deal with my situation, both mentally na physically. My hope 
is that more medical research would be done to make cannabis more 
standardized while exploring the compounds to be used more specifically 
directed to the symptoms people are dealing with. 

My personal qualms with the current distribution of Cannabis is that there 
seems to be an ongoing experimentation with the cross breeding of strains. 
This makes it harder for people who find a particular strain that works for 
them. It’s on the market for a month or so, then it is impossible to find. That 
makes it more difficult to asses since every strain is a little bit different. Great 
for recreational use, not so good for someone who needs a go-to strain that 
works for them. I’m also not a big fan on the pricing. I usually end up buying 
products that are being discontinued or reaching their end date. Some vendors 
offer discount pricing for First Responders, Medical Personnel, and sometimes 
Senior Citizens. Although this seems like it might be a ‘good deal’. I often find 
that the prices have been set to offset the discount making it just as pricy as 
buying it elsewhere. It would be nice to have one day set aside where I could 
get a discount as a senior on a fixed income.

Mary Botteon

1) It is no surprise that the NJ medical marijuana patient roster has declined 
since recreational marijuana. This has happened in every State that has gone 
"recreational."  NJ failed to heed any warnings on this and insisted on trying to 
establish a marijuana marketplace to encourage recreational drug use in our 
communities.  
2) it is a waste of taxpayer money to try to lure more people into buying 
"medical" marijuana in order to try to keep an economic stream -  these 
dangerous, unproven products are NOT FDA approved for the treatment of any 
medical condition;  the only cannabis-related products that should be sold for 
medical use are those that have gone through the proper pharmacological 
processes and are sold in bona fide pharmacies, not "dispensaries" by 
budtenders.   



Joe Vidal

First, I would just like to say thank you for allowing us to submit comments for 
discussion in the public forum. I am currently a medical patient with anxiety 
and panic disorder. The strains of cannabis that I use to help treat my 
symptoms must have a higher CBD to THC ratio than what’s currently being 
presented in the current NJ market. Using these strains allows me to not have 
to take as many benzodiazepines. Strains like these are becoming more difficult 
to find. Therefore, I’d like to fully endorse my support for medical patients to 
either home grow or to potentially have increased productions on these types 
of strains. thank you. 

Liliana

What is the state doing to ensure that the square radius of available cannabis 
vendors is appropriate/regulated? In some cities (urban cities), there could be 3 
vendors on one block, directly near schools, hospitals and daycares. Meanwhile 
in more affluent or suburban cities, they are few and far, but many residents 
from those suburban cities are traveling in large amounts to urban cities 
frequently. These locations thus are open late, often in areas of town that have 
high crime, but business keeps them open and it is a public nusisance in some 
cities, for many reasons. There is also the issue of smoke shops that may not 
have a nj licence to sell cannabis but indeed do sell it 'discreetly'. Using custom 
made cabinetry, wall decor frames to conceal their cannabis which is being 
sold. Such businesses perhaps don't require a license but they are evading 
paying taxes that may be required by the state which would benefit NJ 
residents in different sectors. What is being done to address such 
issues/businesses across the state? My background is in healthcare and I 
support the legalization of marijuana that NJ has taken on but I am more 
concerned over the health and wellbeing of the community that these 
businesses are in, since these are community members who have lived in these 
areas for decades prior to these businesses opening. 



Jennifer Brosnan

I have been a medicinal cannabis patient since 2018 and it has helped me 
immensely. I have taken numerous prescriptions for my various health 
problems and natural cannabis is far more effective than pharmaceuticals I've 
been prescribed over many years. I experience no unpleasant side effects and I 
feel more in control because I can titrate my own dose as needed. 

It is safer for people in general because there is no long list of weird potential 
consequences like typical prescriptions have, and NO risk of death from 
overdose. If someone tries it and they decide it's not right for them, they can 
stop immediately without the risk of debilitating withdrawal symptoms. Some 
concerns out there such as hyperemesis are *extremely* rare and again, it 
cannot be overstated that there's zero risk of death from overdose like virtually 
every other pharmaceutical product.

Due to these factors and more, it is imperative that the the State of NJ 
approves cannabis home growing for patients. It is absolutely safe and would 
be a much more convenient and affordable solution for people like myself since 
health insurance doesn't cover this amazing plant. People can also choose to 
grow the cannabis strains that work best for them since there are so many 
different strains available and it is impossible for commercial growers to 
cultivate even a fraction of what's out there. Commercial growers are focused 
on maximum profits, not patients' needs. For the patients who are physically 
able to grow, it is worth noting what a relaxing and rewarding hobby gardening 
can be, especially when you can take pride in the fact that you are producing 
your own medicine.

I know home grow bills have been proposed in NJ and shot down due to 
unfounded public fears and the greed of the entities that control the entire 
industry. Home grow has been legal in other states for years without the 

Ann Lewis-Lahey
Now that recreational is legal there really is not need to get a MMC, I am not 
saving much with it

Jason Bryant 

There's a disparity in what the dispensaries off in their medical menu vs the 
recreational one. Often the medical selection is paltry by comparison. It has 
fewer strain options and often there are brands unavailable on the medical 
menu. Also, black market stuff is still cheaper and better quality.  Medical 
cannabis at the dispensaries averages about $400 an ounce for anything 
decent.  With an allotment of 3 ounces each month that's $1200 I'd have to 
come up with, which in this state with taxes and rents being high, who's got 
that kind if money?  It's impossible, so I am forced to use it very sparingly , 
which in turn means I'm unable to reap the full benefits of my medicine.  Which 
brings me to my next point.  Medical patients should have the ability to 
homegrow thier own cannabis.  It would alleviate cost pressure for patients 
and we're about the only state with legal recreational and medical that doesn't 
allow it, and it is well past time that changes.  Thank you. 



Dawn Bender

The change of law regarding marijuana in New Jersey - - is having negative 
repercussions/consequences on non-smokers.
It is an extremely challenging issue for non-smokers living in lower income 
housing (multi-unit dwellings). The smoke/stink enters my apartment while I'm 
sleeping and wakes me up. I'm unable to walk to the mailbox to collect my mail 
without being accosted/assaulted by marijuana smoke. I have asthma and the 
smoke exacerbates the condition. There are several (5 or 6) marijuana smokers 
on my block and I'm unable to breathe fresh air now that this law has changed. 
It isn't easy for me to move, as I'm lower income, disabled and living solely on 
SSD income. I've been looking for a safer, non-smoking apartment and haven't 
been successful to find something I can afford and that will take my housing 
choice voucher. It's a very difficult situation. Marijuana smokers' rights should 
not come at the expense of non-smokers. Especially non-smokers with 
underlying health conditions.
A law needs to be created & promulgated to ensure that marijuana is not 
smoked in public spaces or near shared front doors of an apartment building, 
near children's parks, mailboxes, post offices, libraries, supermarkets, etc...
I live in Boonton, NJ 07005.

Khayriyyah Chandler DO 

1. Cards & visits renewal need to be the same. Either all one year or all two 
years. It continues to confuse patients and make unnecessary steps for 
providers by calling making them active. 
2. Patients are consistent in feedback about the availability of low THC 
products, lack of variety in terpene products, as well as non inhaled products. 
They also talk about the poor "real" help for products while shopping- since 
COVID the menu descriptions are not complete and the pressure while 
shopping allows them to make rushed choices or the same choices when other 
products may be a better fit.
3. Again as a provider who takes great pride in educating my patients- we have 
to do better. I still receive transfer patients with minimal education about the 
products they use. I get that I personally charge a very low cost and make it 
work, but we've got to do better!
4. Please spell out the benefits of the Medicinal program. At this point, there 
are few for the average experience. We need to be upfront and honest.

Akosua Spigner 
How to start a program in NJ

Jerilyn M. Wilbert

I have MS, Medical Marijuana helps me with Pain, Muscle Spasms. The Pain is 
very Bad, Spasms too. I have 15 Unhealed Fractures, I Have End Stage 
Osteoporo
sis, I use Medical Marijuana take it lightly to heal the Pain, Spasms.
I have been to the medicines, but they don't help as much as 
the Medical Marijuana. I will not drive, I make sure to stay at home. 

Anderson baquero alvareNeeded 

Richard Hendrix, MD

This is a farce. The current “medicinal cannabis” program is a farce, is not 
medical, is not science based. It is an entirely political set up and is an 
embarrassment.



Lisa N Cohen 

I'm a medical patient & will continue to be a medical patient. While the strains 
are amazing, the prices are a bit to high . I appreciate the discounts, I receive , 
but it's  just not enough. Now that it has become recreational,  I feel our 
patient prices need to come down. There is greed, and then there is greed. No 
need for that here, please lower medical prices. No tax is a Great deal. 

Andrea Lesser

I use medical cannabis for epilepsy and a chronic condition of neuropathy.  
When medical first came out my neurologist gave me a prescription.  I filled it 
at the Green leaf dispensary in Montclair.  Senior were given 10% off, and a 
totally different tax structure.  In today’s world there are very few medical 
cannabis dispensary’s.  Not only is the cost  crazy the people who come in for 
recreational have apparently lost their minds.  Today going to Costco in North 
Plainfield I noticed countless dispensaries all on Route 22.  They were a mile 
apart but there were at least 8.  Medicare should be accepted for those of us 
that depend on cannabis candy, gummies and liquid that I put in coffee if I need 
immediate relief.  I have more fear leaving the house than I did before 
recreational was approved.  I carry a fair amount of cash.  Especially in these 
times of inflation to avoid the extra percentage.  Knowing that young people 
need money for this very expensive product.  

Liza Santiago
Prices need to be lowered for medical patients.  We should be allowed to grow 
plants for medical use.  

James Golden

1) Why do I have to renew the Medical card every two (2) years??  Make it 
longer duration say 5 years until renewal??
2)  I don't see the discounts ($) when I compare Medical Program pricing to 
Recreational Program?

Karey Maurice Counts

Topic: Public Consumption?
It's very difficult to find a Place/Location to treat oneself throughout the day 
without raising eyebrows. My question is will there be physical facilities that 
Legal Patients can become a member of such as Lounges or Speakeasy 
connected to Dispensaries?

Deborah Calhoun

The medical marijuana card registration & renewal process is ridiculous & 
cumbersome. You recently sent an email that you changed something 
(registry?) , that required the patient, to recertify or reload all information that 
was in YOUR DATABASE! Did you lose that information or what? That’s utterly 
ridiculous and time consuming for people with disabilities and medical 
conditions that really don’t need the harassment. Honestly, find a better way. 

Corey Drake

I cannot fully convey how thoroughly help medical cannabis has been for 
managing my physical pain while working to improve my spinal health, 
especially as it relates to my mental health. The pain still exists, but knowing I 
have periods of reprieve has allowed me to function more normally compared 
to my experiences without.

Maryelena Vargas

I am an APN, and I practice with the oversight of a collaborating physician. 
If collaborating physician(s) are not knowledgeable, encouraging, or 
comfortable with this. 
Do APNs depend on them to sign up?



Linda Dotts

I really appreciate the fact that dispensaries have a separate line for medical 
patients.  This is invaluable to me.  If I have any suggestions its that you require 
packaging to be easier to open for those with arthritis. This is very frustrating 
for me and I am sure others. 
Another suggestion is to only require 1 patient tag out per item.  Curaleaf prints 
out like 10 tags and puts them all over the product so A.  you can't open easily 
and B.  There is identifiable information on there which is private.
Is there a way you can require dispensaries to carry topical medications? Very 
difficult to find when needed.
Lastly, how about making it a bit more affordable for us?

Thomas Hayes

I would like to know who can establish whether a prescribed amount of 
medical marijuanna purchased in NJ can be transported to another state while 
on vacation?
Any other medicine Ive been prescribed, I am able to carry with me when I 
travel.
Why & who has the right to deny me access to my medicine while traveling?
I suffer from acute arthritis. I would rather ingest MM than pain killers while 
traveling.
Something needs to be done to update any policy that goes against these 
current provisions.

Dianne Sibilia

I am concerned about the rising tax rate on the medical use and wonder if 
there could be 2 taxes rates.  A lower tax on medical purchases and a higher tax 
on the the personal use.   Those on the medical use and/or disabled, are more 
likely than not, to be in a situation where they are on a tight budget.  I believe 
that those to chose it for personal use should be charged a higher rate.  The 
individual I am a caregiver for is 100% social security disabled and only receives 
a social security check.  He is luck if, after paying rent, insurances and utilities, 
he has even $50 to his name.  This month he has to borrow money to be able 
to pay the rent at the end of the month.

Nathaniel Davis 
When will there be a insurance that helps with medical cannabis, especially for 
the disabled? 

Danielle Pietrowski

Being able to get safely grown and created THC edibles has made a huge 
difference in my quality of life. I wish they had been available for my dad when 
he was suffering with Lewey Body Dementia. They would have helped him so 
much. I have neuropathy in my hands and feet to the point where it wakes me 
up with stabbing pain or burning. I take only 5 mg and sometimes a blend of 
CBN/CBD and I can actually get some sleep. I’m only 63 so I am convinced this 
will actually help me live better and longer without taking manufactured drugs 
with horrible side effects.

Rosemary Reichard

I think that medicinal and recreational cannabis is the best thing that’s 
happened to NJ, and me in years. I could only sleep 3-4 hours a night for years. 
After I started Indica gummies, I literally sleep 8-10 hours a night. It is the only 
thing I use medical cannabis for but I can’t imagine my life without it now. 
Thank you. I go to Cureleaf Bellmawr and they are great, helpful and 
professional. Keep up the great work! 



Shane Collins II

Hello, my name is Shane Collins, I am representing most inventory managers 
ATC workers who manage inventory. 
To simplify my comment, I’d just like to reccomend that we think about 
directing the type of medical/rec sales at the point of sale. For example all 
items need to be  available for patients, that are on the rec menu. (Garden 
Greens) holds only a recreational manufacturing license. So it’s impossible for a 
patient to buy that as a medical purchase. I’m suggesting a merge of the 
licenses. Inside the back of house of a dispensary is a lot of confusion knowing 
which companies posses bot med and rec. So I instead of designating product 
to license, why do we not decipher if the purchase is medical or recreational at 
the point of sale? It would cause less patients confusing why they can’t buy 
something on their allot ment so we have to ring them up Rec. 
thank you for taking the time to hear my state ment 

Taylor Godfrey

I am a medical patient in NJ who is seeking to redress grievances with the CRC 
as afforded to me by the 1st amendment of the United States constitution.

I’d like to begin by reminding the State of New Jersey and CRC of its origin. The 
New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission was created with the purpose and 
promise to protect and prioritize medical cannabis patients. Long before the 
CRC was founded, a thriving medical cannabis industry existed. In 2021, the 
patient population was approximately 120,000 patients which had grown due 
to an expansion of qualifying conditions.
The Jake Honig Compassionate Use Medical Cannabis Act was created to give 
medical patients more rights, accessibility, and protections. It helped to de-
stigmatiz cannabis, showing with empirical evidence that cannabis is a viable 
alternative medicine. Without patients like Jake Honig, and many others, the 
New Jersey CRC and adult use market would not exist today. 

Medical patients have paved the way for the legal adult use market but 
somehow have been left behind as we stand in 2025. Now, with over 1 BILLION 
in sales, patients like me find themselves the most helpless they’ve ever been 
due to the environment the CRC has created and its failures as a state body / 
commission. 

The commission and state legislators have failed in many more ways than one. I 
appreciate the job it is trying to do, but there is a major difference between 
trying and doing. There’s a proverb; “If you don’t plan, plan to fail.” Many of us 
know this to be true, but a guiding principle for me in life has been knowing 
that planning is only half of the equation to success. 
Plans mean nothing without the ability and actions to implement them. 
Unfortunately, the results of the CRC’s efforts to date are abysmal at best. The 
results and realities of medical cannabis in 2025 have been retrogressive, and a 



Rebecca MacQueen 

I was supposed to speak but missed it. I have Scleroderma with Calcinosis (with 
masses throughout my body) osteoarthritis, and pinched nerve in my back 
caused by calcium masses. I’m a medical marijuana user. I will not take opioids 
for pain.  The MMP has helped me remarkably. If it wasn’t for that I would be 
lying in bed or chair most of the day. I don’t have to worry about feeling 
horrible if I don’t take it for a few days. Marijuana doesn’t have side effects. It 
is natural herb. The best decision I made was becoming an MMP patient. 

Sean Lyon

When will there be a registration for institutional caregiver services? What 
would the requirements be? Will licensed nurses be able to perform this 
service? 

Theodore Hussey

My Public Comment for the NJ Cannabis Regulatory Commission
Topic: Affordable Access and Home Cultivation for Medical Cannabis Patients
Good evening, members of the New Jersey Cannabis Regulatory Commission. 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight. My name is Theodore Hussey, 
and I am here to advocate for the rights of medical cannabis cardholders, 
particularly seniors and individuals on fixed incomes like Social Security, to have 
access to affordable cannabis and the ability to grow their own medicine.
New Jersey’s medical cannabis program has been a lifeline for countless 
patients managing chronic pain, arthritis, insomnia, anxiety, and other 
debilitating conditions. However, the high cost of purchasing cannabis from 
dispensaries creates an insurmountable barrier for many, especially seniors and 
those on fixed incomes such as myself and spouse. 
I have suffered many injuries and surgeries, over the course of my construction 
career, and I developed severe chronic pain. Each injury or surgery I was 
prescribed some type of narcotic for pain.  Over time my body began to need 
more and more as each higher dose became less effective. Fortunately my 
insurance covered the cost, but the medications were causing other problems 
besides being less effective. Then came the proclamation from the doctor and 
my pharmacist that they have to cut the meds down drastically due to 
government guidelines. I was able to find a pain management doctor who 
suggested Medical Cannabis. The doctor helped me get my medical card and 
gave me help selecting the strains that would help with pain sleep and some of 
the other symptoms my wife and I suffer from.
My doctor prescribes 3 ounces of flower per month, but I can’t afford even 
one. There are many more seniors and disabled that would benefit from cutting 
the price in half and or having the ability to grow our own. These individuals 
should not have to choose between their medicine and other basic necessities 
like food, housing, or prescriptions.
Allowing medical cannabis patients to grow their own plants would provide 

Leonard A Messina  Nice program a bit complicated though for some folks like me.



Terry

I just want to write on here that marijuana has saved my life I'm 37 years old 
and I have a lot of ailments and I'm in chronic pain I was in a very very bad car 
accident 11 years ago it shattered my femur into 10 pieces and it shattered my 
hip and my little ball and hip socket so all that had to get redone I was in the 
hospital don't quote me on numbers please cuz I'm guessing but about 2 
months and then I was in a wheelchair for 2 years and then I went to crutches 
and then now I'm on a cane but it's still so hard like do you know how hard it is 
to shop with a cane? It's not easy LOL and you lose them all the time so it sucks 
but anyways I just wanted to say I thank you for allowing me to be on the 
program you've saved my life my appetite my sleep my eating big time and just 
My overall care about life like I don't know how to explain what I'm trying to 
say but like it just helps me I don't know what I'd do without it yes I do think I 
need to be I don't know just some days I feel like it's running out and my 
anxiety is all over the place so I feel like a medication adjustment needs to take 
place but I'm not the doctor and he paid to go to school for a long time so I just 
listened to my doctor follow all my rules and hope that his process hurt. I 
would like to thank Dr valcarcel for listening to me and sitting down and talking 
with me every time he takes the time to sit down and see if I'm okay like 
actually takes the time don't just send in a nurse yes he does send in a nurse 
but she just does my vitals and all that like they even do all that they're like it's 
almost like evil or what do you call it a physical because you get your weight 
you get you know everything done to you I think they hooked that thing up to 
you and then I know they do your blood pressure and your oxygen so you know 
they check on you there they don't just get you in now like that's why I travel 
there I mean yes it is technically my hometown but well my mother's 
Hometown but it's like mine so but anyways I would continue going there just 
because I truly know I have a lot of health issues and Dr Valcar sale the only 
one I trust along with his staff



Tracy Wilson

As a medical patient, I feel we have been lost in a sea of badly harvested/dried 
flower, edibles full of distillates and topicals that are VERY hard to find (only 2 
dispensaries in S. Jersey carry them ).  The products made available to us are 
CRAP (for lack of a better word ). I am in constant excruciating pain and cannot 
tolerate pharmaceuticals at all. I rely heavily on cannabis products in order to 
function on the most basic level. The flower in the dispensaries is awful. It is so 
dry it literally disintegrates when touched and turns into dust.  It all tastes the 
same... Like moldy hay !!   I cannot use the vape oils as they are mostly just 
distillates as opposed to full spectrum, live resin or rosin, and as such are 
ineffective and only serve to make me "high" as opposed to relieved. The 
edibles are also mostly just distillates and are only remotely effective as such. I 
have only been able to find ONE dispensary that offers full spectrum/rosin/live 
resin edibles and they go out of stock VERY quickly because they are the best.  
We need better products. We need WAY more products that aren't just THC 
distillates. We need consistency in inventory in the dispensaries. I cannot tell 
you how many times I have found a product that works well for me only to find 
them discontinued or unavailable for long periods. We need more dispensaries 
offering FULL SPECTRUM, LIVE ROSIN, LIVE RESIN edibles for those of us 
opposed to smoking or vaping. I pay an enormous fee every year to a cannabis 
doctor and every 2 yrs to NJ state in order to have access to products geared 
for medical patients and what I am NOT finding in these dispensaries are 
products that are effective. Distillates are garbage. They are isolated THC 
without all the cannabinoids that work together to bring effective relief 
(synergistic effect ). I don't want to just be "high" ... I NEED full body relief.  
Whole plant products with ALL of the cannabinoids intact are effective 
products !! PLEASE PLEAS PLEASE push for better full spectrum products and 
for the love of all that is good in this world, PLEASE stop selling dusty, moldy, 
dried out flower. As a medical patient, I feel that I deserve better. We all know 
that the recreational cannabis industry in this state is all about making money. 

Dan Fatton

As a patient, I'm not clear why I have to only use one dispensary in the entire 
state to access my prescription and purchase as a medical user. Sometimes it's 
more convenient to visit another dispensary, but I'm limited to the one location.

Also want to express support for reducing the fees on medical. It's onerous and 
expensive to renew the prescription so frequently. My anxiety certainly isn't 
going away, particularly with the current insanity at the federal level.

Lastly, urging you to allow home grow. 



N Shah

I appreciate the opportunity to provide input on the review of New Jersey’s 
medicinal cannabis regulations. As you work to enhance patient benefits, I urge 
you to prioritize affordability. Medical cannabis should be accessible to all 
patients who need it, yet New Jersey remains one of the most expensive states 
for medicinal cannabis. Given that the actual cost of cultivation is relatively low, 
there is no reason patients should face prohibitive costs for their treatment. 
Any financial barriers—whether due to licensing fees, taxation, or supply chain 
inefficiencies—should be removed for medical care purposes.

Tina Galante

I’m grateful for the program but the approval process needs to be quicker. It 
took something like 3 months and by the time I got my electronic id my 
prescription had expired. 

Isabelle Kass

Improve delivery options for medical patients. Currently delivery is available 
but very limited, by selection and delivery location. 
Also medical patients should be able to order items that are only on the 
Adult/recreational menu and get medical benefits.

Kenneth R. Wolski, RN, M

The Jake Honig Act called for Institutional caregivers  in the state. These 
caregivers are employees of a health care facility who are authorized to assist 
registered qualifying patients, who are patients or residents of the facility, with 
the medical use of cannabis, including obtaining medical cannabis and assisting 
these patients with the administration of medical cannabis. Currently, most 
health care facilities forbid the use of medical cannabis in the facility. This is a 
dangerous and potentially fatal situation. A patient who suffers from seizures 
may be admitted to a health care facility and then denied access to the only 
medicine that controls their seizures--medical cannabis. 

It is my sincere hope that the state will recognize its responsibility to the 
institutionalized patients in New Jersey. For 25 years, I have worked as a 
registered nurse (RN) in the state prison system and at a state psychiatric 
hospital. I know that many patients in these institutions qualify for medical 
cannabis and could benefit greatly from it. The staff there are already trained 
to administer, account for, and evaluate the effect of controlled substances. 
There is no reason to withhold this important medical therapy from these 
patients. In fact, courts have determined that inmates are entitled to 
“community standards” of healthcare. Edible medical cannabis products will 
improve health care in state institutions, group homes, hospices, etc., and will 
reduce the costs of running these programs.

Marijuana is a mainstream medicine. The adult use industry exposes even more 
residents to the therapeutic benefits of cannabis. As more and more people 
experience these benefits, health care professionals in the state must become 
comfortable incorporating cannabis use into the therapeutic regimens of their 
patients. This can be done most efficiently by requiring education on the 
Endocannabinoid System for all health care professionals who have 
prescription privileges in the state of New Jersey as a condition for continued 



MATTHEW C BENDEL 

NJ Medicinal Cannabis program has been slow to start, compared to some 
other U.S. States. Also, we are forbidden from growing (EVEN 1 SINGLE 
PERSONAL USE PLANT) in NJ without the roster of getting arrested and jailed. 
Just about every other U.S. state allows adult residents at LEAST 1 (ONE) 
MEASELY PLANT, THAT IN ALL LIKELIHOOD IS MALE AND GARBAGE TO ME!!!!!
WAKE UP NJ, ALLOW CULTIVATION AT HOME FOR "PERSONAL USE" AND get 
off.residents backs LEGALLY CONSUMING MARIJUANA!!!!!!
RESENTMENT WILL END BAD FOR YOU, PROMISED!!!!!

Yusuf Mohamed

It’s very difficult for us patients to go solvent less for our health when the limits 
are low and a half gram counts as an eighth. Please change the limits to reflect 
this, we shouldn’t have to be forced to the rec market for almost half the 
month every month. 

Nancy Carlsen

Good Morning,

I have Rheumatoid Arthritis and have since I was 17 years old.  I began the 
Medical Marijuana Program (NJMMP) in February of 2019.  After learning 
about Terpenes and their properties, I found several strains that really helped 
with the inflamation.  I also found Strains that helped me sleep better.  Other 
Stains helped me with anxiety.  I was really surprised how much the marijuana 
helped me.  I am still in the program today.  Just like any other medication, it is 
expensive.  The guidelines don't make concessions for low to middle income 
persons.  You must already receive certain benefits to qualify for help.  I'm 
hoping this will change and I will receive some help acquiring my medication.   
How long do you think it might be before it is legal on the Federal Level?  I 
know it's speculatory, but I'm curious.  Thank you.

Ihab Abu Hassan Thank you for skills and training & knowledge 

marc j williams

Cannabis has been a great help for me. I use tincture to help in my sleep. 
(PTSD).
When will the state allow us to grow our own plants?
Breakwater is excellent for my personal needs.
Why should I keep using Breakwater vs one of the several dispensaries that I 
pass on my 45 minute drive to cranberry? This is my wifes question.  I feel the 
quality is better - is it?
Sorry i cant do zoom.

Daniel Silverstein

I am interested in finding out if there are any research initiatives regarding the 
use of medical cannabis and cardiovascular events. Specifically I would like to 
find out about the safety of inhaled vaping and dry herb vaporizing in this 
regards. Research on potential benefits to Alzheimer's disease of low dose 
tinctures is also of interest to me. Thank you.

JARVIS BESTMAN WISH TO TAKE PART



Ellaree Pray

Sorry I had to leave the live meeting.  I primarily purchase sleep aids and pain 
creams.  I would like to suggest that a patient review option is available for 
products.  For the past 2 years I’ve been trying different brands of gummies 
looking for the right fit.  They either cause headaches or increase my anxiety.  
Are the product reviews on the websites from patients or the manufacturers?  I 
also hope that more pain creams are offered and that the prices not be so high.  
 I seem to only shop during sales.
Thank you to the NJ Cannabis Industry in assisting NJ residents in their medical 
care.

Robert Devine

Hello, and thank you for taking the time to read this message. I have been a 
medical marijuana patient in New Jersey for over 5 years.

Most products in the state are designated as adult use products, meaning a 
medical patient has to pay tax on their medicine. Regardless if it is labeled as 
adult use, medical patients should have access to any and all cannabis products 
in the state without having to pay tax on their medicine. I think there should be 
a change made where if you present a medical card at any NJ dispensary that 
all taxes are removed from your order. 

If the legislature deemed medical patients should not be taxed on their 
medicine, then why are we paying a 2% municipal tax at medical dispensaries?

Another item I would like to address is edibles. 100 mg of thc/10 mg per piece 
maximum is simply not enough for many medical patients in the state. Many 
medical patients need well over 100 mg, sometimes double that or more for 
positive effects and having to eat 20 gummies is not the answer. Medical 
patients should have access to higher dosed, and larger quantity edibles.

Home Grow should be legal for patients. Growing a single cannabis plant in NJ 
can land a medical marijuana patient in prison. This is absurd. An overwhelming 
majority of states with medical programs allow their patients to grow a number 
of plants. Even decriminalizing it would go a long way, yet NJ just keeps up the 
status quo that it is a felony and that is insane in a state where the plant is legal.

I also would like to express my concern with Senator Scutari's recent bill he 
introduced, Senate Bill 4154. Trying to re-criminalize cannabis in any respect is 
moving in the wrong direction. His bill will simply make minorities get targeted 
again at an overwhelming majority as they were in the past, and will absolutely 

Ihab Abu Hassan Thank you for experience 



Adam Wilpert

The NJ state medicinal marijuana program desperately needs to allow our 
patients access to grow their own medicine or specific strains that treat their 
particular medical condition best. There are particular strains unavailable in the 
NJ market. The many different cannabinoid/terpene profiles affect every 
patient differently. Patients should be afforded the freedom to grow their own 
medicine and have a choice. Every other state that has a medical program also 
implemented patient home grow laws almost instantaneously.
 It should be a patient's "God given" right to grow their own medicine 
responsibly and have sensible laws that protect the patient and all of society 
within our great state. We are allowed to grow our own produce and raise 
animals. 
 The laws in NJ are very outdated for cannabis cultivation. A patient faces a first 
degree crime (10 -20 years) for maintaining a personal homegrow of 10 or 12 
plants. This fact is totally unfair in a state where cannabis is legal with a medical 
program for almost 15 years. This is a fact that needs to change as soon as 
possible.

Joseph Bradbury 

First and foremost…
I do not understand Why can we not self grow our own medical cannabis?

After several years of being a medical patient I find myself asking this question 
over and over. 

Consistently disappointed with cost, quality, and travel required.

The reality of our medical program is it’s an actual rec program masquerading 
with the title of medical…

Where is patient support, where is our improved/specialized quality products 
to our so called medical medicine, it is in fact the exact same product being 
sold as recreational.

As a 100% disabled veteran, I receive the same discount dispensary’s offer 
medical patients. 20%.

I actually lose money as the costs associated with being in the medical 
program. Only upside is doctor oversight. 

Downside reality is there is no actual benefit of being in the medical program 
here in NJ.

Nevada and California could provide guidance here. 



Mario Gutierrrez

Hello everyone, my name is Mario Gutierrez.
I've been a medical marijuana patient since late 2017, early 2018—back when 
chronic pain was finally added as a qualifying medical conditions. But my 
journey started long before that.
In 2014, I was in a serious motor vehicle accident. I broke my back, my nose, 
my lower right eye socket, and my hand. I underwent a spinal fusion from T6 to 
T10, and a metal plate with a small screw was inserted in my eye socket and i 
went on having 5 more surgeries. I spent 25 days in the hospital and was 
discharged on 120mg of morphine per day.
That was just the beginning.
To even go to the bathroom, I had to take three different laxatives. A year 
later, I was switched to 30mg of oxycodone—but the problems didn’t stop. I 
still couldn't go to the bathroom. I had no appetite. I was physically dependent 
on the pills. If I skipped a dose, I’d shiver, sweat, and feel like I had the flu. It 
was brutal.
Then the medical marijuana program opened up, and I asked my pain 
management doctor if I could try it. He agreed. And it changed my life.
Medical cannabis helped me break free from opioid dependency. While I still 
use some prescription medication for nerve pain, it's nothing like the opioids I 
was originally prescribed. And today—I don't need three laxatives just to feel 
human. That alone feels like a miracle.
So, why am I here?
When I got your email about celebrating 13 years of the medical marijuana 
program, my first thought was: Wow... 13 years. And what have we really done 
for medical patients since then?
I’m a patient who prefers solventless hash rosin—a clean, effective cannabis 
concentrate. But it’s expensive: $80 to $110 a gram. And under current 
allotment rules, every gram of concentrate counts as 7 grams against my 84-
gram monthly limit. That gives me just 12 grams of medicine for the entire 



Richard James

It is nearly impossible to source a product low in THC and high in CBD.  My goal 
as with any medication, is to use the smallest dose necessary to accomplish the 
maximum change in pain relief.  I stop when I reach a dosage of diminishing 
returns.  Lacking scientific study and methods, left me relying on the 
recommendations of sales people.  By accident I found a product sold by 
Garden State Dispensary (has a new name) in Eatontown called Haleys Hope, 
high CBD and low THC.  This worked best for me in flower because gummies 
metabolize in me at an unpredictable rate.  When Garden State became a 
recreational dispensary Haleys Hope was discontinued.  I was informed by the 
staff there was limited grow space and the demand was for high THC.  They 
said they expected it to return, but it never did.  Luckily they did sell the 
balance for their stock to a dispensary in Belmwar where I purchased a 9 
month supply.  This gave me time to look for alternatives.  I was told by Garden 
State staff the high CBD product was popular with many patients so expected 
this replacement search to be simple...NOT.

Eventually I did find a product called Royal CBD at Breakwater in Cranbury.  Not 
as good as Haleys Hope but closer than ever other product available in NJ.  Now 
Breakwater is getting ready to open to recreational customers.  So they too are 
discontinuing their low THC and high CBD products.  Breakwater is telling me 
the same thing Garden State said.  We expect it to come back at some point.  It 
is being discontinued because of limited grow space and demand is for higher 
levels of THC.

No recreational facility sells low THC high CBD flower product because the 
demand is for high THC only.  My brother dropped the program out of 
frustration.  Every time he found something that worked for him they 
discontinued it.



David G. Evans, Esq. Seni  

Your warnings about the risks of marijuana/cannabis use are not adequate.  
Warnings should be given to each consumer before purchase and not just on 
your website.

You should be warning users about these risks:

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/599a426ee45a7ccab72c77d2/t/63b361
cb6350f410413b2878/1672700379514/Risks+of+Marijuana+Use+%28AALM%2
9.9.1.2022.pdf

See also

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/597f5bd2f7e0ab110dbfb2e5/t/5db712f
032d2b013c84626d1/1572279031117/2.CIVEL.MARIJUANA+AS+A+MEDICINE+-
+POLICY%2C+SIDE+EFFECTS%2C+SPECIFIC+ILLNESSES.pdf

See also 

There are definite health risks associated with the consumption of cannabis 
derivatives such as tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and CBD. These health risks can 
be idiosyncratic and unpredictable in nature even with low potency marijuana. 
Health risks can also be dependent on biochemical, mental health, and/or 
other physical and psychological factors. The risks are many and include:

            Psychosis
            Suicides
            Lung damage
            Cancer
            Brain damage

IJen Wang

As a patient relying on New Jersey’s Medicinal Cannabis Program to manage 
my syndrome, I urge the NJ-CRC to prioritize expanding affordable access, 
diversifying product formulations (e.g., low-THC/high-CBD options, non-
smokable alternatives), and protecting patients from employment/housing 
discrimination. Insurance coverage for medical cannabis and subsidies for low-
income patients are critical to ensuring equitable care. Additionally, telehealth 
renewals and improved clinician education would reduce barriers for those 
with mobility challenges or chronic conditions. My experience demonstrates 
cannabis’s efficacy in alleviating symptoms, but high costs, limited dispensary 
hours, and stigma remain hurdles. Please center patient voices in these 
updates to create a program that truly serves our medical needs.

Calvin Riggins 

I am seeking to properly submit my application as a designated person to 
cultivate Cannabis in New Jersey. I know there are offers to cure however I 
want to avoid these circumstances at all cost. 



Jimmy DelGuercio

My name is Jimmy, and I m writing today to stand up for the unheard medical 
cannabis patients in New Jersey. The people who rely on this program deserve 
safe, effective, and properly tested medicine—but right now, that’s not always 
what they’re getting. Thanks to recent independent testing, by SafeLeaf we 
now have undeniable proof that moldy and mislabeled products are making 
their way into dispensaries. This is a serious health risk, and it’s time for 
stronger lab safety guidelines with real enforcement. We need to keep our labs 
honest, fine them, hold them responsible if someone buys a product they 
deemed safe.

Patients also deserve transparency. COAs should be publicly available online for 
all cannabis products. No one should have to rely on a dispensary worker who 
doesn’t know what they’re doing to hand over lab results when this 
information could be easily accessible. Other states do it—why aren’t we?

Another issue that needs real attention is institutional access. There is already a 
law allowing medical cannabis in hospitals, nursing homes, and other care 
facilities, but it’s not being enforced. What’s the point of having a law if it’s 
ignored? Patients in these facilities should not have to suffer simply because 
institutions refuse to comply.

And while I know home grow isn’t under the CRC’s authority, I’m asking you to 
stand with patients in this fight. There should be no reason, if you support us, 
that you can’t write your legislator as a person instead of as the CRC. The best 
way to ensure access to clean, affordable medicine is to allow people to grow it 
themselves.Scutari trying to recriminalize us for taking control of our health is 
wrong, and we need to stop him!

New Jersey’s medical cannabis patients deserve better. I hope to see real 
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